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ABSTRACT 

Nine high schools selected at random from 62 schools 
in Northeastern Indiana participated in this study to determine where 
high school students get their ideas about marriage and family 
living. Students answered a questionnaire consisting of 24 items 
ranging in nature from dating and knowledge of the opposite sex 
through engagement to marriage and family living. For each item, 
students marked the source of knowledge as parents, school^ church, 
peer group, reading, or others. A figure of twenty per cent was 
accepted as significant level to show the category as being an 
influence in forming ideas on the subject. The results indicate that 
the family remains as the chief socializing agency in matters of 
marriage and family living, while information regarding dating comes 
from the peer group. The school and church are only secondary sources 
of information on all items. (Author/DE) 
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ABSTRACT 

Where do high school students get the ideas they 
have about marriage and family living? This is the thrust 
of the problem. No attempt is made here to learn what the 
students believe* Nine hl^ schools selected at random from 
sixty-two schools In Northeastern Indiana participated In 
the study • 572 students from large county-wide senior high 
schools to small village high schools constituted the sample* 
These included 292 males and 280 females of high school age* 
The questionnaire was constructed to have the respondents 
indicate where he/she believed most, next most, and the least 
amount of information came from. Twenty-four items ranging 
in nature from dating axtd knowledge of the opposite sex 
through engagement to marriage and family living were 
selected as to source of knowledge from parents, school, 
chxarch, peer group, reading, or others. A figure of twenty 
per cent was accepted as significant level to show the 
category as being an influence in forming ideas on the 
subject . 

The students indicated that much of their informa- 
tion regarding dating had come from the peer group, but did, 
however, select the parents in a significant number. The 
information provided by the study indicates that the family 
remains as the chief socializing agency in matters of 
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marriage and family living. The school and church were 
only secondary sources of Information and through much of 
the study had not provided selection at the ten per cent 
level. 
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NO GENUINE OBSERVER CAN DECIDE 
OTHERWISE THAN THAT THE HOMES OP 

A NATION ARE THE BULWARKS 
OP PERSONAL AND NATIONAL SAFSTY. 

— J. G. Holland 
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CHAPTER I 

GENERAL IKTRODaCTlON AND BACKGROUND FOR THE STUDY 

Why the Study? 

Dating, sex, majiVfleige and family living axe all 
subjects found in the pcpolso: literature of the day* Some 
^ attention has also been given In the professional Journals 

and In micro studies of given areas. It appears that the 
public, in general > has an interest in following columns 
in nevfspapers and magazifies which deal with the issues and 
problems of marriage and family living. Witness heire the 
colurmis "Dtsar Abby," and W^Two Minds. ••^ Other articles 
appear from time to time asking, •*Can this marriage be 
saved?" or similar questions indicating that there may be 
some question as to whethr?r that marriage, l^sed on the 
material presented, could be saved* The answer is left to 
the individual reader. Other columns and articles ask such 
questions as ♦•How can I get along with my dating teen-age 
daughi:er?" or ••I^m In lov3 with two men. What shall I do?** 
It appears that an Interest in personal problems about dating 
and ffiimlly living is present with us and suggests that 

^"Dear Abby" is a syndicated column carried in many 
local newspapei-s. **0f Two Minds" is a regular feature by 
Dorothy and. Kary Rodgers — a mother and daughter team — in 
KcCalls. 

- 1 - 
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possibly there is some foundation for an observation made 

by a class of college students— many of them freshmen — 

that there is a dearth of instruction of young people in 

this important subject. 

The nuclear family, as ' - developed in the 

United States, deals with many v, .lopmental tasks when 

it performs is socializing effect upon the developing 

child. ^ Doby and others have commented upon this in a 

general way by indicating that the nuclear family could not 

be expected to perform the functions which the extended 

family of the past had. The industrialization of the 

American society has necessitated some assignment of various 

functions to other institutions of the society. The father 

who must leave the household for periods of time can no 

longer provide economic training which he once enjoyed with 

his children.^ 'By allowing other institutions to perform 

functions once considered "family functions" the home has 

experienced a different focus in training. The educational 

institutions have been allowed to instruct the child in 

many skills necessary for living. In addition, the schools 

have influenced the cultural values, religious views, eiid 

political attitudes. Doby and others continue: 

Moreover, a significant part of what the educational 
institution offers is apart from the instructional pro- 

^John T. Doby, Alvin Boskoff and William W. 
Pendelton, Sociology: The Study of Man in Adaptation , 
( Lexington , Mass., D. C. Heath and Co., 1973} » P. 201 . 

^Neil J. Smelser, Sociology: An Introduction , 2nd. ed. , 
(New York, John Wiley and Sons, 1973) » PP- 206-207. 
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gram. Though parents may control in some degree the 
formal program of the schools, the informal aspects of 
education are equally important. The school system has 
become increasingly organized by age groups. This organ- 
ization li nits contact between older and younger children 
to a startling degree. One study found, for example, 
that in a typical high school, over 90 per cent of the 
"best friends" of all children came from their own grades. 
Such a structure limits the effectiveness of older 
children as socializers of the younger, as in the case 
within the family.! 

The debate which has followed over the subject of 

sex education in the public schools has been bitter in many 

areas. This important subject has not been solved completely 

as to how the knowledge, attitudes and standards regarding 

sex are to be passed on to the children. Williamson quotes 

one stvdy which showed that in a Midwestern city, only ^5 

per tent had received any sex information from their parents 

by the time they had entered college. Daughters indicated a 

more .ttentive measure than boys who said they had received 

much of their information from the peer group. 

In a sample of ninth-grade boys, 18 per cent had either 
no knowledge or distorted knowledge of a variety of 
topics. Information about masturbation, venereal 
disease, nocturnal emissions, and the menstrual cycle 
was the least valid. The reasons for parental neglect 
in this area are probably a hangover of Victorian 
prudery, the awkwardness of introducing the subject, ^ 
and, in some instances, the ignorance of the parents.^ 

As early as 1930, President Hoover* s White House 

I 



Doby, Boskoff, end Pendelton, Sociology: The Study 
of Man in Adaptation , p. 206. 

^Robert C, Williamson, Marriage and Family Relations ^ 
2nd. ed., (New York, John Wiley and Sons, 1972), pp. 44a-449. 
[Reference to Glenn V. Ramsey, "The Sex Information of 
Younger Boys," American Journal of Orthopsychiatry t XIII, 
(19^3), pp. 3^7^0527] \ 
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Conference on Child Health and Protection, Article XI stated: 

For every child such teaching and training as will 
prepare him for successful parenthood, home-making, 
and the rights of citizenship; and for parents 
supplementary training to fit them to deal wisely 
with problems of parenthood,! 

It does appego* that we are far from fulfilling this state- 
ment and much needs to be done. Some survey of the course 
work done in the high schools indicates that more time has 
been given to finding what the courses are offering, the age 
and sex composition of those teaching the courses, and the 
coverfiige of the student bodies with these courses. There 

are some studies seeking to ascertain what degree of training 

2 

teachers of such courses have attained. 

It is clear that one must start with some knowledge 
of what the students already know, and from irtiere they have 
received their information. This study attempts to learn 
the basic information from a randomly selected group of 
high school students as to where they believe they have 
received the information they do have on a number of topics 
related to dating, engagement, marriage and family living. 
The list of items is not exhaustive, but does indicate a 
trend in what sources of Information these students in 
Northeastern Indiana claim. 

present-day studies in marriage and the family 
assert that marriage is occurring at an earlier age, 

^White House Conference on Child Health and Pro- 
tection, 1930, Article XI, p. 33* 

^See the bibliography for a listing of some -of the 
studies done by states. 
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especially in the po.^twar years. This note has been sounded 
by some of the writers and researchers. Henry A. Bowman 
Indicates that the median age for first marriage has declined 
since 1890. Commenting upon these figures, Bowman states 

TABLE 1 



MEDIAN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE 



Year 


Male 


Female 


1890 


26.1 


22.0 


1900 


25.9 


21.9 


1910 


25.1 


21.6 


1920 


24.6 


21.2 


1930 


24.3 


21.3 


19^0 


24.3 


21.6 


1950 


22.8 


20.3 


i960 


22.8 


20.3 


1967 


23.1 


20.6 



that there has been relatively little, If any, change since 

the Second World War. There have been slight variations but 

he warns that any Inference from these variations should be 

made with extreme caution.. 

Williamson also sounds the note of declining age 

at first marriage: 

In the Iftiited States, there has indeed been a decrease in 
the age at marriage since roughly before the turn of the 
century. The proportion of single males aged fifteen or 
over has been declining steadily from per cent in I89O 
to less than 2k per cent in 1969; for women of the same 
age group the rate of decline has been from over 30 per 
cent to 19 per cent during a comparable period 



^Henry A. Bowman, Carriage for Modems , 6th ed., (New 
York, KcGraw-Klll Book Co., 1970) p. 21^. LQ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ 
U. S. Bureau of the Census, February 23, 1968.] 

^Williamson, Carriage and Family Relations, p. 298. 
[Reference to Bureau of Census, "Marital Status and -Family 
Status: March 1969f" Current Population Reports , 1969f Series 
P-.20, No. 198, p. ^f.] 
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Burchlnal found considerable data to indicate the 
following factors contributing to early marriage: 

1. The impact of war and the draft. 

2. Less economic risk involved in marriage when society 
is prosperous — viives can work, parents contribute to 
the support of the young couple. 

3. Early contact with the other sex. 

4. Stimulation of sexual drives by the mass media and 
thus inability or unwillingness to postpone sexual 
relations. 

5. Tension between parents and youth so youth want to 
escape unhappy home, school, or community sitiiation. 

6. Emotional malad;}ustment.^ 

Coupled with this information is that of Glick and 
Norton who did research on marriage and divorce. Utilizing 
U. Bureau of the Census figures, they considered the proba- 
bility of divorce after first marriage and found that those 
made early in life ran a higher probability than those of 
other age groups. 



TABLE 2 

2 

PROBABILITY OP DIVORCE 
AFTER FIRST MARRIAGE 

Age at First Average Probability 
Marriage of Divorce 

14 to 19 years 12 
20 to zk years 6 
25 to 29 years 4 
30 years and over 5 
(Probability rate per 1,000) 

There is also the claim that early marriages contri- 



Lee G. Burchinal, ••Research on Young Marriages: Impli- 
cations for Family Life Education, •• The Family Coordinator , 
IX, (September-December I960), pp. 6-24'. 

^Paul C. Glick and Arthur J. Norton, ••Frequency, 
Duration, and Probability of Marriage and Divorce,** Journal 
of Marriage and the Family (N.S.), XXXIII, (May 1971), P. 315. 
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bute more than their proportionate share to marital failvire.^ 
All of this would tend to alarm adults who are rather protec- 
tive of traditional marriage and family life. What causes 
this alarm? From v/here do today •s teen-etgers receive the 
information they do have of marriage and family living? 

David Mace, in writing the forward to Marriage 
for Koderns , comments: 

Yet today in these United States young men and women 
by the million are coming together in marriage drawn 
by mutual attraction, on the assumption that satisfactory 
interpersonal adjustment will happen of its own accord. 
The available evidence suggests that not more than half 
of these young couples will find the kind of happiness 
they seek and expect. 2 

How can one explain this problem? One may well seek 

the answer in observing the degree of orientation which the 

young people indicate they receive prior to marriage. The 

closeness to other relatives in past generations presented a 

greater opportimity for children to be oriented to the 

various aspects of family living than is possible in the kind 

of society in which we live. Earlier days saw the family 

life enlarged to include aunts, uncles, grandmothers and 

grandfathers — the extended family — as well as the mother, 

the father, and the children. When one could not provide the 

orientation or training for young people there were other 

adults of close acquaintance who could step in and provide 

this service. In contrast to this, the present family is 

much more closely arranged around the nuclear family of 

^Bowman, Marriage for Moderns , p. 210 
^Bowman, Marriage for Modems, p. v. 
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father, mother, and children exclusively^ Any aspect of 
orientation or training which Is not provided by busy parents 
usually goes unattended by adults^^ 

It Is, therefore, no surprise that students In a 
coiirse In ''Marriage and the Family** at Huntington College 
Indicated that there Is a need for such an orientation for 
college students^ More specifically these same students 
thought back to the number of their fellow high school 
students who had been married while in school or very shortly 
after graduation. Thus It was considered Important to find 
where the high school students receive the information they 
do have. The hypothesis underlying this study Is: 

Students of senior high schools in Northeastern Indiana 
receive the Information they possess on issues In 
marriage and family living primarily from the parents 
and only secondarily from the school and the church • 

f 



-^Doby, Boskoff , and Pendelton, Sociology: The Study 
of Kan in Adaptation, pp. 201-20^. 
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Explanation of Terms Used 

Terminology has a tendency to create further problems 
from time to time when there Is no clear statement as to 
how terms are used. So frequently a term thought to be 
clearly understood is not and thus opens the doors of debate 
as to the meaning of statements made. The terms used in this 
study are no exceptions. Since the terms used here will have 
shades of interpretation by different readers, each will go 
a bit further than definition, and will explain the use of 
the term. 

The subject refers to ••The Source of Preparatory 
Orientation ..." The terms "socialization," or "encul- 
turation," or "indoctrination" may well have been used, but 
these, too, have shades of meaning for the readers. The 
source of Information sought by individuals here is inter- 
preted to Include any person, object, observation, recuilng 
or other means whereby an individual may receive information 
on any given subject or idea. 

1. "Preparatory Orientation," indicates that this 

/ 

is Information which will set the stage for what follows. 

2. "Anticipatory socialization," the term defined 
by Burr, indicates "the process of learning the norms of a 
role before being in a situation where it is appropriate 
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to actually behave in that. role. ^ This comes close to v;hat 
the subject seeks to learn as any other. 

3. There is an element of what Folkman and Clat- 
worthy indicate socialization is as the". • .taking 
over of another person's habits, attitudes, and ideas and 
the reorganizing of them into one's own system. ••^ This is 
what the high school student does with much of the information 
received from the various sources within his experience. 

^. The term, "high school,*' is meant to include those 
students of grades nine through twelve, or of the ages 
approximately fifteen to eighteen. In most of the study 
done, there are few freshmen or sophomores. There is also 
a predominance of seniors. A glance at Figure 1, page 11, 
will indicate the area of Indiana in which the study was done. 
Refer here to the area within the bold outline. 

5. ♦'Issues involved in marriage and family living** . 
are to include those things which many entering upon marriage 
fail to consider important enough, but which are basic items— 
among others---to a successful aidjustment to a life with a 
member of the opposite sex. The term, "Issues," indicates 
that there are no "set" ways to behave or to solve problems; 
but, rather that there are alternatives irtiich need to be 
discussed and understood by all concerned. 

Wesley R. Burr, Theory Construction and the 
Sociology of the Family , (New York, John Wiley and Sons, 
1973), p. 215. 

2 

Jerome D. Folkman and Nancy M. Clatworthy, Marriage 
Has Many Faces , (Columbus, Ohio, Charles E. Merrill 'Publishing 
Co., 1970), p. 24. 
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6. For our purposes we shall refer to "marriage" as: 

The institutionalized process whereby given men and 
women ceremonially begin and generally maintain a mutual 
relationship suitable for the pvirpose of founding and 
sustaining a family, particular marital unit participants 
having special rights and duties relative to one another 
and to children who may be procreated or adopted. ■'^ 

Since the study considers high school students in American 

society alone, it shall follow the normal interpretation of 

a marriage consisting of one man and one woman at a time. 

Pluralism in the marriage is not at issue here, nor will 

there be any consideration given to it or any other form. 

7. The "family" will be explained as: 

In the most generally inclusive sense, any group of 
people with a common ancestry; in a less inclusive 
sense, a group of close kin, especially where the nucleus 
of the group is a married couple and their children. 

8. The study uses the term, "family living," and it 
will be employed to indicate: 

. . . function to 1) exercise control over, and often 
provide the socially acceptable means for the expression 
of affectional and sexual desires, and 2) provide the 
cooperative socio-economic setting needed for the pro- 
creation, care, and socialization of children— both 
functions very often being facilitated by the maintenance 
of a household by and for members of the family.-' 

9. When one begins to deal with any social subject . 
the matter of social control arises. The inclusion of the 
"norms" of the society come into play and set the stage for 
an explanation of what is "normal." Usually this area of 



^Thomas F. Hoult, Dictionary of Modern Sociology , 
(Totowa, NJ., Littlefield, Adams and Co., 1969), PP. 192-193. 

%oult. Dictionary of Modem Sociology , pp. 129-130. 

■^Hoult, Dictionary of Modern Sociology , p. 130. 
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social control is thought of as those behavioral patterns 
that that particular society deems necessary for the full 
cooperation of the individuals in the group; that the 
violation of any of the social control scale receives 
greater or lesser sanction as its parts are considers 
the society. Dr, James Woodard used a scale to explain 
"social control** as a scaling from folkways to society as 
the levels of sanctions.^ It is portrayed as: 



S ^ society 
M X institution ^ 
R / tradition X Sanction 
0 y customs X increases the 
N X mores X higher one goes. 



f o Ikway s ^ 
Figure 2. Levels of Social Control 

Bott comments upon Tnorms" indicating that although 
there seems to be a rather high degree of ^sre^^aent upon 
what norms ga:e, that there are rarely any explicit norms 
indicated except in times of conflict or crisis. In these 
times the members of a society use ••norms" to justify their 
own behavior or to render a Judgment upon one who violates 
those behavior patterns deemed necessary for societal 
solidarity.^ 

10. Throughout the writing the terms ••urban, •• ••subur- 
ban, *• "rural, •• and ••farm" are used. Students were advised 

^Lecture notes from a course in social psychology 
at Temple diversity taught by Dr. James Wroten Woodard. 

^Elizabeth Bott, Family and Social Network , .(New York, 
The Free Press, 1971) t pp. 19^-195. 
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that the term, "urban," would indicate that they lived in 
an incorporated area where the housing is mixed. That is, 
the housing was from single family dwelling units to a mult-.- 
family dwelling. There would be such modem conveniences as 
water and sewage services, fire protection, police protec- 
tion and house to house mail service. The dwelling units 
would be fairly close together with little air space or yard 
space per dwelling unit. The "suburban" dwelling units 
would have much the same services but would have much more 
open space. Yards would be much larger in the suburban 
areas; homes would be of single family dwelling design. 
Those living In areas where water was supplied from a well, 
sewage in a septic system, and the location generally in the 
open areas, was specified as "rural." Another feature of the 
rural area was that of the employment of the breadwinner 
being other than that connected with farming. Usually the 
breadwinner was employed in the urban areas surroimding the 
place of residence. The "farm" was designated as the resi- 
dence at the place of occupation, specifically farming. The 
family would be engaged in the operation of a farm either 
for crops or livestock or both. 
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CHAPTER II 



REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The subject of marriage and family living has 
been a popular subject for those in the social sciences • 
Much effort has been expended toward discovering the habits 
of various people regarding marriage, how children are 
reared, dating practices, manners In which a boy and a girl 
are brought together In marriage and slmlleo: types of micro- 
studies. Divorce has been another facet of the Investigation 
Into marriage and family living. The search of the litera- 
ture has revealed only peripheral material on the subject 
of where high school students get the information they do 
have regarding marriage and family living. 

In 1970 Allen and King investigated the ••Family 

Relations Courses" in high schools of the Iftilted States.^ 

The purpose of the study was to: 

• . . determine the background of those who teach 
family relations courses in high schools throughout 
the United States, actual content and ideal content of 
the courses, values and skills which teachers think ^ 
should be taught, and teaching aids used in the courses. 

^Allce A. Allen and K. P. King, ^'Family Relations 
Courses Taught in High Schools in the United States," 
Journal of Home Economics , LXII, (January 1970), pp. 19--22. 

^Allen and King, "Family Relations Courses Taught in 
the Uhlted States," p. 19* 
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The results indicated that of the 510 teachers selected by 
state supervisors, only ^3 per cent responded from across 
the nation. The ages of the teachers ranged from twenty to 
fifty-five with a mean of forty-five. Ninety-nine and one- 
half per cent were females, 6 per cent indicated that family 
relations had been their major field of study. Eighteen per 
cent held bachelor's degrees, per cent had completed work 
beyond the bachelor's, and only 10 per cent held a master's 
degree. Seventy-one per cent were married, l6 per cent 
single, 3 per cent were divorced and 8 per cent were widowed. 

As to the method of pre^^entation, the more years of 
teaching experience, the greater was the use of teaching 
aids and greater emphasis was placed on an interrelationship 
of values, skills and subject content. As more content was 
included in the course, more teaching aids were used. In 
generad, the material presented covered the area of the sub- 
ject in fairly good detail. Still 48 per cent of the teachers 
indicated that they had no boys in their classes. 

Allen and King conclude their investigation: 

Family relations education, more than any other educa- 
tional effort, can and should be continuous throughout 
life. Educators, students, and communities must commit 
themselves to the creation of viable classes, dealing 
with diverse values, dissimilar people, and divergent 
eras. ^ 

Much is bein;^ written in popular magazines and in 
periodicals of professional organizations on the subject of 

^Allen and King, "Family Relations Courses Taught in 
the Itoited States," p. 22. [Reference J. Walters and 
N. Stinnett, "Should Family Life Education Be Required?" 
Journal of Home Economicst LX, (October 1968), pp. 6^1-6^.!] 
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marriage and family living. Sullenger has indicated some 
of the neglected areas of the subject which seem to show 
that there are some things which are not considered in the 
planning of a marriage, or in the trouble-shooting following 
a marriage when it appears that there is trouble afoot 

Somerville reviewed the family life and sex educa- 
tion programs of the 1960*s euid indicated much of what has 
led to the present writing. Somerville stated that there 
has been a greater of lesser amount of family life educa- 
tion in the public schools for some time, but that when 
the matter of sez education entered the arena a great 
amount of "national nervousness" appeared and was picked 
up as a subject of much debate. ^ Continuing her obser- 
vation she points to the home, the school, amd the church 
as certain powerful forces in the socialization of the 
child to society. There is, however, a note that rings 
through much of the literature to the effect that if the 
parents were better equipped to handle the subjects of 
dating, marriage, and sex education, there would be no need 
for classes of instruction in the schools and churches. 
The argiment here continues that the teaching of family life 
€tnd sex education outside the home usurps the duties and 

^Thomas Earl Sullenger, Neglected Areas of Fag?ily 
Living , (Boston, The Christopher Publishing House, I960), 
442 pp. 

2 

Rose M. Somerville, •♦Family Life and Sex Education 
in the Turbulent Sixties,*' Journal of Marriage and the Family , 
(N.S.), XXXIII, (February 1971) f PP. 11-35. 
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prerogative of the parents.^ 

The schools have taken some action In the develop- 
ment of courses In the subject area of dating, marriage, atnd 
family living. A review of some of these will Indicate the 
wide variance which exists* Tennessee was no exception to 
the programs of many schools in the 1950 's* Many were 
looking for more courses which were relevant to llvln5# 
When it came to courses in family living, there was some 
hesitancy to Include any definite content material on the 
subject* Miller concluded: 

Educators as individuals seem to be vaguely aware 
that something educational should be done to strengthen 
marriage and the family, but the schools as adminis- 
trative units are confused and reluctant* Administra- 
tively, most students are being dealt with in our 
educational system as though they are all neuter and 
will be permanently celibate, or as though in all the 
realm of marriage and family life they cannot be helped 
but must be left to the uncertain mercies of a whimsical 
providence which cannot -be approached through the channels 
of reason. At this point, at least, the schools seem ^ 
altogether too content to leave us in the "dark ages#" 

In 1955 Kenkel concluded that there seems to be little 
Interest in the state of Iowa for family life education,^ 

Pennsylvania, generally considered one of the leaders 
in education, has not received much notice on its program 



^Somerville, "Family Life and Sex Education in the 
Turbulent Sixties," p. 28. 

^Haskell M..Nlller, "Family Life Education in Schools 
and Colleges with Suecial Reference to Tennessee," Journal 
of Educational Sociology , XXX, (1956), pp. 179-180. 

^William F. Kenkel, "A Survey of Family Life Educa- 
tion in Iowa High Schools," Marriage and Family Living (O.SQ, 
XIX, (November 1957) t P* 381. 
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of family education since the initial study in i960. In this 
study the conclusions were not much different from others 
which are discussed, Generally there was a feeling of impor- 
tance of such courses of study, but the preparation of the 
teachers was lacking. Glatthom recommended a state-wide 
study of teachers and pupils and the extension of the study 
to include the elementary as well as the secondary schools. 

Dager, Harper and Whitehvirst reported on the state 
of family life education in Indiana in 1962. In this report 
it was indicated that Indiana schools were not influenced 
by Sputnik (October 4, 1957) as much as other states to drop 
marriage and family living courses to make way for courses 
ihought to be of greater importance. The study did indicate 
that this was not unexpected since the number of family life 
education courses had increased during the period of 1939- 
1958. The research indicated that family life education 
courses would continue to grow in number in Indiana. 

In 1958 Rosensteil and Smith conducted a survey of 
16 per cent of the high schools in Illinois outside Chicago 
and found a fairly good advance in the number of and coverage 
of marriage and family living courses. It was further 

^Allan Adale Glatthom, Family Life Education in 
the Public High Schools of Pennsylvania , 1957-58 t uripubllehed 
Doctor of Education dissertation. Temple University, I960. 

2 

Edward Z. Dager, Glenn A. Harper, and Robert N. 
vniitehurst, "Family Life Education in Public Schools: A 
Survey Report on Indiana," Marriage and Family Living (O.S.), 
XXIV, (November 1962), p. 370. 
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anticipated that the concern and inclusion of more schools 
and courses would be forthcoming. The study noted two items 
of concern: 1) that the lack of trained personnel was the 
main reason most frequently given for not having such courses 
offered, and 2) that as family living coiarses gained accep- 
tance the advocates should take a long look at and evaluate 
two approaches: the formal instructional approach and the 
developmental approach * ^ 

The formal instructional approach consists basically 
of lectures on the principles of social behavior, family 
institutions and history, marital adjustment, peorent-chlld 
interaction and other topics. Movies may be added to the 
lecture schedule to further spell out the subject matter. 
Students are expected to complete assignments. Students 
may become passive especially when opportunities for parti- 
cipation are minimal. The developmental approach places 
more emphasis on the student personality, strives to have 
the student develop ideas, skills, attitudes, and apprecia- 
tions. The main aim here is active pairtlclpation In a 
learning situation. This approach is generally geared to 
the students' background and the Interests specified by the 
students. The conclusion to the entire study was: 

Teachers of family life may take courage in their 
ability to stimulate the curiosity of their students, 
and to handle family living topics in as scholarly a 
manner as is done in any other course in the high school. 

^Edlth Rosenstell and Harold Smith, "The Growth^ of 
Family Life Education in Illinois," Marriage and Family 
Living (O.S.), XXV, (February 1963) t P* 111* 
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It is to their advantage to demonstrate that they have 
these abilities. 1 

California high schools had been adopting various 

methods of instruction in the subject areas but in a survey 

in 19^ taken from 235 schools, of those offering courses or 

had offered courses, ^3 per cent indicated that the level had 

remained about the same as that of 195^, 33 per cent reported 

a drop in emphasis, and 24 per cent indicated an Increase. 

The interesting thing about this report is that where the 

subject was taught in the social studies divisions, the 

emphasis dropped, and where taught in the home economics 

divisions the emphasis remained about the same or increased. 

The explanation for this difference is observed to have been 

mandated by the California Education Code 7700 which ordered 

more coiurses in history, geography, American government and 

civics to be offered. In order to meet this mandate, high 

schools had to drop courses from the social studies program 

2 

not indicated by the code. 

As one notices from these studies there is an imder- 
current of feeling that there is a definite need for family 
life education. But where this feeling comes from is not 
observed. No studies could be located to indicate that there 
were studies calling for the inquiry as to the knowledge 



•■■Rosensteil and Smith, "The Growth of Family Life 
Education in Illinois," p. 111. 

2judson T. Landis, "High School Student Marriages, 
School Policy, and Family Life Education in California," 
Journal of Marriage and the Family (N.S.), XXVII, (May 19o5), 
pp. 271-276. 
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of the students or where the knowledge they had had been 
obtained. Baker and Darcy conducted a study in early 19^9 
in the State of Washington which was prompted by the other 
states, especially Florida and Indiana* This study was basic- 
ally one surveying the content of the courses and the coverage* 
Several items noticed here were: 1) teachers evaluated their 
training for such courses as inadequate, and. 2) that little 
more than half of the girls and fewer than half of the boys 
in the school systems of Washington were exposed to anything 
worthy of the name •'family living*"^ 

Elizabeth S* Force prepared a study and report for 
The American School Health Association in 1970 and distilled 
the basic study into an article in The Family Coordinator t 
(a publication of The National Coimcil on Family Belations)^ 
The study indicated that there is no high priority placed 
upon family life education and that as ideal as the program 
K-12 may be, it is not likely to receive much attention in 
the near future. It was also noted that among educators 
there is a conscious awareness of the need, but colleges 
have not developed courses for the training of teachers in 
the public schools to handle the materials* It does appear 
that a more active program which would draw less opposition 
from the public woxxld be that of parent education as an 

^Luther G. Baker, Jr., and James B. Darcy, ••Survey 
of Family Life and Sex Education Programs in Washington 
Secondary Schools and Development of Guidelines for State- 
Wide Coordinated Programs," The Family Coordinator , XIX, 
(July 1970), pp. 228-233. 
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integral part of the public school programs.^ 

The survey of Allen and King also pointed toward the 

sex distribution of class membership: 

This study indicated two categories of partic- 
ipation by male students in family relations education: 
either there were no males in the class, or there were 
more than eight in the courses. One hundred, six or ^8 
per cent of the teachers responded that they had no boys 
in the class. Teachers should not continue tc passively 
accept family life courses as being useful only to 
females. ... 



Administrators and advisors must encourage young 
men to enroll in family education courses.^ 

The Family Coordinator has a group of specialists 
serving as a •♦Family Life Education Panel. In answer to 
the questions: ••What kind of a person will he be?*» and 
"What professional preparation will he have?** the panel 
replied variously describing the future family educator. 
From the study it would be difficult to draw any fine line 
conclusions. It does appear that; general conclusions would 
specify that such an educator will be married, experienced 
In family life, have, or have had, teen-age children of his 
own, and will have a much broader education than that one 
single discipline. The replies to ••What will his Job be 
like?** described an individual very much different from our 
present-day teacher. The teaching load would be light, pre- 
sumably only three or less classes; office space would be of 

^Elizabeth S. Force, •• Family Life Education 1970: 
A Regional Survey, •• The Family Coordinator t XIX, (October 
1970), pp. 295-299) • 

^Allen and King, ••Family Relations Courses Taught in 
High Schools in the United States, •• pp. 19-22. 
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a private nature with separate space for a secretary; and 
time would be available for the individual educator to 
consult with families and render family counsel to them.^ 

Many of these studies also listed the materials 
used and showed a wide variety of subjects end texts. The 
teachers' participation in the courses indicated that there 
is a definite need for planned preparation for such teaching 
wid that it not simply be accomplished by those who have had 
time for it in their schedules, or who may have had a course 
or two in college. It indicates that serious, in-depth prep- 
aration must be made in order to properly do the job. This 
is borne out in a mid- I960 report by Bayer and Nye on the 
state of family life education in Florida. The authors 
compared three studies by Burchinal, Glatthom^ and the 
study by Dager, Harper and Whitehurst and summed them up 
with the following generalizations** 

(1) The greatest percentage of family life courses are 
offered in home economics and social studies. 

(2) More girls than boys are enrolled in high school 
family life courses. 

(3) Most family life coiirses are elective rather than 
required, and most are offered to both sexes. 

(U) Host of the fsunily life teachers are women. 

Practically all are msarried, and many have had 

preparation in home economics. 
(5) Areas involving marriage, dating, and courtship 

receive the attention in family life courses; 

sex education receives the least 



Richard K. Kerckhoff , Terry Hancock, and The Family 
Coordinator Family Life Lducation Panel, "The Family Life 
Educator of the Future,** The Family Coordinator , XX, (October 
1971), pp. 315-325. 

^Allan E. Bayer and F. Ivan Nye, **Family Life 
Education in Florida Public Schools,** Journal of Marriage 
and the Family (N.S.), XXVI, (May 196^), pp. 1B2--183. 



00035 



- 25 - 

In 1950 The American Academy of Political and Social 
Science devoted Its November Issue to the subject ••Toward 
Family Stability. •• This Issue centered Its interest on 
family stability and how it could be restored and protected* 
Elizabeth Force made a cursory survey of what the high 
schools were doing in the area and made four broad general- 
izations: 

1. Performance in the high schools is extremely spotty. 

2. Confusion and doubt still exist in the minds of 
school people as to the purpose, the philosophy, 
and the wisdom of teaching this kind of material. 

3. There seems to be a feeling of helplessness as to 
how to go about the task. 

In high places as well as low there is a hesitancy, 
based perhaps on lack of imderstanding and fear of 
public reaction, which is delaying, and in some cases 
paralyzing the action. 

To the schoolman who said philosophically, "It's a 
hot potato; I don't want any part of it, ♦• we must unfor- 
tunately say, ••You have lots of company. ••! 

The same issue carried an article by Wood indicating 

that there has been an interest on the part of the church 

with the family. He continued throughout the article to 

point out the problems of leadership professional training 

as well as some of the advantages of the church assisting in 

2 

instruction in family living. 



^Elizabeth S. Force, ••High School Education for 
Family Living, •• The Annals of the American Academy of Political 
and Social Science , CCCLXXXIV, (November 1950)f P> 137. ' 

^Leland Foster Wood, ••Church Problems in Karriage 
Education,** The Annals of the American Academy of Political 
and Social Science, CCCLXXXIV, (November 1950) t PP> 171-178. 
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METHODOLOGY 

The most obvious approach to use in this undertaking 
Kas to go directly to the stiidents and ask questions about 
where they got the Information they already had on dating, 
engagement, and marriage and family living. Thus a ques- 
tionnaire and Interview schedule were developed. The admin- 
istration of these Instruments was accomplished by upper 
class college students from the departments of sociology, 
psychology, and education under the author's direction. 
The area of administration was the northeastern section 
of Indiana. The population was derived from nine of sixty- 
two high schools In thirteen counties. 

Huntington College agreed to be the sponsoring 
agent for the research at no expense to the college. 
Students of junior or senior standing were Invited to assist 
In the administration of the Instruments. These students 
agreed to receive training in the administration of the ques- 
tionnaire and techniques of interviewing. Each student was 
given the opportunity to both administer questionnaires and 
to conduct interviews with the high school students. , The 
instruction was given during the first week of October 1973 • 
The instruments were administered to cooperating high schools 

- 26 - 
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of the area during the latter part of October and the month 
of November 1973 • 

A questionnaire was constructed which sought to have 
students indicate the sources of information regarding the 
subjects of dating, engagesient, marriage and family living. 
The interview schedule paralleled the questionnaire as to 
information elicited. These instruments were constructed 
with a conscious eye tx> elements of importance in studies of 
family problems. (See copies of the questionnaire and inter- 
view schedule in the Appendixes I and II, pages 86 and 9lO 
The interview schedule perxitted the respondents more latitude 
in replying. The same items were covered in order to provide 
for comparison with the questionnaire. 

The instruments constructed, a pre-test was conducted 
with a group of twenty-five freshman college students in the 
second week of their college careers* These students were 
instructed in the same manner planned for directing the admin- 
istration of the instruments. After the completion of the 
questionnaire and interview schediile the students were asked 
to indicate points in the instruments which they believed 
lacked clarity, contained double-meaning, or of seeming non- 
importance. The resxilts were tabulated and the comments 
noted. Several changes in wording and order were made and 
these submitted to a group of students to make further 
comment. Satisfied that the instruments were clear, the 
actual questionnaire and interview schedule were printed. 

The sample of schools to be included was derived from 
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the state listing of the public schools as indicated In the 

roster of schools In Indiana.^ It was noted that sixty-two 

high schools are located in the research area. These schools 

were numbered one to sixty- two and a 25 per cent sample was 

taken by use of a table of random numbers. Letters were sent 

to the principals of these schools requesting cooperation 

2 

with the administration of the research instruments. The 
first fifteen letters were sent and replies received as 
follows: five accepted, five rejected and five failed to 
reply. When the five refusals were received, an additional 
five requests were sent to the next five schools in the order 
of selection. When it was considered time to fulfill the 
obligation of administration in November, the schedule was 
confirmed with the principals and was followed. Each school 
cooperated in excellent fashion with the research. There 
were finally nine schools ranging from small rural-type 
Junior-senior high schools — though only classes of the senior 
high were used in the research — to county-wide high schools 
and those of an urban nature. This produced a wide sampling 
of students from different residential areas from sifferent 
school programs. The sample included 5^1 participating 
students answering the questionnaire and 31 students were 
interviewed. 

^♦♦Public Schools in County, Alphabetical Sequence, 
Indiana School Directory , 1972-73 t Indiana State Department 
of Public Instruction. 

^See Appendix III, pages 9^ and 95. 
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The team arrived at the high schools ahead of schedule 
in order to become acquainted with the surroundings in which 
the questionnaire would be administered and to arrange for 
private locations for the interviews • This proved to be a 
wise choice since the teachers of the classes needed to 
locate spaces for the interviews* Severstl schools had office 
spaces specifically reserved for this purpose and made these 
spaces available. All schools provided acceptable locations 
for both phases of the study. 

The teachers of the classes introduced the author 
who, in turn, introduced the team members. The classes were 
briefed on the nature of the research and the students were 
requested to cooperate. At this point it was indicated that 
should a student not wish to engage in the exercise he/she 
should indicate and be excused. Only one student made such 
an indication and was excused from participation* 

Before distributing the questionnaire the students 
were given eui opportunity to indicate whether they would 
rather participate in an interview. The indication was that 
several in each c^ass preferred the interview. The matter 
of sex distribution was no problem since both male and female 
students readily replied. In small classes (less than twenty 
students) two were selected while in larger classes a propor- 
tionate number were selected- to be interviewed. After the 
interviewees were excused, the author briefed the class on 
the questionnaire indicating that the main question was to 
ascertain where the students thought they had gotten the most. 
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the next most and the least amomit or none of their informa- 
tion* Students were advised not to place their names on the 
questionnaire at any place. This was to assure each student 
of complete anonymity. The questionnaires were then distri- 
buted. 

The students who agreed to complete the questionnaire 
were instructed to answer each item as directed. The students 
were then directed to open the booklet to the first pfiigo and 
to complete the simple identification items of sex, class in 
school and place of residence. They were then directed to 
turn to the next page which began the items of the survey. 
The special directions were then read aloud as the si^udents 
followed the text. Each of the items was to be answered with 
three indications. The first was to indicate which of the 
choices ,'parents, school, church, peer group, reading, or 
other) provided the most information on each particular 
item, and to place a in the corresponding box. The 
second reply was to indicate the next most informative source 
by placing a "2" in the corresponding box. The third indica- 
tion was to place a "3" in the box corresponding to the source 
offering the least amount or no information regarding the 
item. Appendix I shows the complete questionnaire and Figure 
3, pagp 31, shows the method of answering. The sources were 
self-explanatory except the one designated ♦•Others,'* This 
category was explained to include all sources such as tele- 
vision and radio programs, movies, plays, or any source not 
specifically indicated. In cases where the choice appeared 
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EXAMPLE: 
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113 Q D D Q n Knowledge of the opposite sex 



Figure 3 — Method of Answering 

in the box correspond: to "Others," the student was 
requested to designate what that source was. This did not 
appear to confuse the students. 

The respondents were also instructed to indicate 
their need of assistance by raising the hand. A college 
student assistant would then assist in the problem of inter- 
pretation of the item. 

As the questionnaires were completed, the college 
student assistant collected each book separately and 
scanned it to ascertain that proper procedures had been 
followed. Where such booklets were observed to have not 
been completed correctly, the student was requested to 
correct the method of answering or to complete the answering. 
In most cases the students followed the directions accurately. 
Only a very few had to be advised individually of the system 
of answering requested. Only a few needed assistance in 
int e r pr e t at i on . 

While the questionnaire was being administered, 
several students were being interviewed in another location 
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by members of the team of assistants • The college assistants 
(team members) followed an interview schedul** writing down 
the responses of the student being interviewed.^ When the 
interview was completed, the student returned to the class- 
room with the college student assistant. 

Upon returning to the base of operation, each booklet 
was serialized for the purpose of later providing specific 
information to a school requesting information on that 
particular school in addition to the findings of the study 
in general. A copy of the basic findings was provided each 
school indicating a desire to receive a copy of the general 
findings. The data was collected and tabulated by hand by 
the author and his wife. Further breakdowns of the data 
were made for the purpose of analysis from different points 

< 

of view. The tables throughout the discussion, and the 
general tabulations in the appendixes will indicate the 
various approaches to information interpretation* 

For the purpose of determining the significance of 
replies, the level of 20 per cent was arbitrarily considered 
a significant response. That is, the number of people 
selecting a category is equal to 20 per cent or more of the 
total number answering. 



-^See Appendix II, page 91, for a copy of the inter- 
view schedule. 
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FINDINGS 

Important as marriage and family living is to the 
people of the United States, it seems that the youth of 
America receive minimal formal training in this subject* 
The various areaj of the Ifiiited States create their own 
peculiar emphasis on what is important, how clearly informa- 
tion is passed on, on what is to be dealt with in teaching 
youth the important aspects of living, and what is to be con- 
sidered almost a ••taboo" for conversation between parent and 
child, teacher and student, or church and Sunday School 
student* 

In analyzing the data gathered in this study several 
areas are to be considered* The first of these is a: 

General Description of the Population 

A brief look at Figure 1, page 11, will readily 
orient the reader to the location of the population. This 
is in a section of the nation commonly referred to as a 
••Bible Belt.*^ This indicates that the population generally 
accepts a rather literal interpretation of The Holy Bible and 
directs most: of its life according to the direction thought 
to be contained therein. The area is a combination -of farming 
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and industry as a way of making a living* 

The sample, determined from a table of random nximbers, 
included nine high schools from among sixty-two in the 
thirteen counties. Some were rural schools, some city 
schools, and some county-wide schools. In all, 5^1 students 
received the questionnaire and thirty-one were interviewed. 



TABLE 3 

DISTRIBUTION OF BESPONDENTS BY SEX 





Questionnaire 


Interview 


Toted 


Male 




18 


292 


Female 


267 


13 


280 


Total 


5^1 


31 


572 



If the body of Information Is broken down Into place of 
residence, It Is seen In Table 4. 

TABLE 4 ■ 

DISTRIBUTION OF BESPONDENTS BY HESIDENCE^ 





Urban 


Suburban 


Rxiral 


Farm 


Total 


Male 


112 


26 


89 


65 


292 


Female 


11^ 


20 


82 


6k 


280 


Total 


226 




171 


129 


572 



Sex distribution among the respondents to the questionnaire 
shows a fairly equal distribution. (See Table 5, page 35.) 



^The description of the economic areas of residence 
is found in the section of "Explanation of Terms," pp. 13-1^. 
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TABLE 5 

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE 





Urban 


Suburban 


Rural 


Farm 


Total 


Male 


104 


24 


84 


62 


274 


Female 


107 


20 


79 


61 


267 


Total 


211 


44 


163 


123 


541 



The information in the above tables indicates the general 
distribution of the students by sex and residence • No 
attempt was made to tabulate students by class rank since 
it did not appear relevant to the study* 

Information Regarding the Opposite Sex 

Boy-girl relationships depend, to a large extent, 
on the knowledge each has of the other* The adjustment 
which must be made in such relationships will be based upon 
the knowledge one has of the opposite sex. This will include 
knowledge of the interests as well as physical limitations 
in the case of sports* What special aims and purposes mfiiy 
be present from parental training should be noticeable so 
that the one of the opposite sex will be sensitive to these 
aims and purposes without taking an adverse stand from the 
beginning* There must be some respect brought forth from 
each person so that adjustments are possible* So it was 
considered necessary to ask the question: "Where did you 
get the greatest amount of Information (knowledge) of the 
opposite sex?" An a priori question would be: "What knowledge 
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of the opposite sex do you have?" The student would ask, 
for the questionnaire: ••Where did I get most of this infor- 
mation? •• Table 6 suminarizes the responses to this question 
with other questions regarding the respondents' knowledge of 
sex in the area of the study • 



TABLE 6 

KNOWLEDGE OF SEK IN FAMILY LIVING 




The general consensus of the first question was that 
about one-half of the respondents indicated that the peer 
group had provided most of their information (226 or ^1.7%). 
When this is compared with those who indicated the parents as 
the greatest source of information on the opposite sex (113 
or 2k. 5%) 9 the claim that the parents are not doing their Job 
becomes subject to question; i.e. taking 20 per cent as being 
a significance figure. The obvious absence of information 
being provided is the church. Here only two respondents 
(0.3^) check the church as providing the greatest amount of 
information on the opposite sex. The most significant 
statistic that can be observed here is that if we add together 
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the numbers for the peer group, reading, and others, we have 
the overwhelming figure of 326 or 60.2 per cent of the respon- 
dents Indicating that their greatest source of Information kOU 
the opposite sex was from sources other than the basic social- 
ization institutions of home, school, and church. Compare 
here the total of those indicating the socializing institu- 
tions, 215 or 39.7 per cent, and the serious nature of the 
problem become apparent. Forty-two or 7»7 per cent indica- 
ted they had received their Information from>other sources 
which included, in many cases, older sisters and brothers. 
Inserting the sex distribution to the table above, it is seen 
that those checking "Others" were thirty-three males and 
nine females. The column of "Reading" was evenly distributed 
between the sexes. Tables 7 and 8 (page 38) show the distri- 
bution by sex on this issue. 



TABLE 7 

KNOWLEDGE OP SEX IN FAMILY LIVING BY SEX 




The rating of the list for the second greatest amount 
of information shows a fairly even distribution between 
parents (123 or 22.7^) • the school {1^8 or 27. reading 
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TABLE 8 

KNOWLEDGE OP SEX IN FAMILY LIVING BY SEX 

GREATEST IN70?.MATIO:i - FET'ALE - 2ACH TTUi - ALL TZSIDzllCZ 




(118 or 21.8%) and the peer group (110 or 20.3^). There Is 
a slight edge towa'^d the school, but there is no conolusion 
that can be drawn from thls^ The sameness among these Insti- 
tutions i'^ seen both for the male and female respondents, 
although there is a difference at the peer group level • 
Eere there is a higher percentage of females (2^.3%) as com- 
pared with the males (16.4^) checking the peer group as the 
second most informative source ♦ 

TABLE 9 



RESPONDENT'S SELECTION OP THE CHURCH ON 
KNOWLEDGE OP SEX IN PAMILY LIVING 



Item 


Greatest 


Second 


Least 


1, Knoviledge of the opposite sex. 


2 




-^3^,9 


8, V/hat attracts you to the 
opposite sex as a date. 


11 


39 

^^7.2 


124 

^-^22.9 


l6. The number of children a 
family should have. 


22 


95 


122 

.^^2.6 


18, Admission of contact with the 
opposite sex to one's spouse. 




Bl >^ 


115 ^ 



The church is not selected by any great number of 
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respondents as a soixrce of information. If we compare the 
selections as to first soiu'ce, second source, and least 
source, we find that the church certainly has not made any 
great impression with what it may provide upon the subjects 
in Tables 7 and 8. Compare these now with Table 9» page 38. 

To conclude this item it appears that more informa- 
tion is obtained from the peer-group and the least amount 
from the church. The parents made a significant contribution. 

The eighth item sought to learn where the respon- 
dents received their information on what attracts them to 
the opposite sex as a date. Referring to Table 6, page 36, 
the majority choice was the peer group (2^6 or 45.^^). 
Parents and school both received identical scoring of 66 or 
12.2 per cent. Next to the peer group, "Others** was the 
choice of 98 or 18.1 per cent of the respondents. The female 
respondents identified the peer group somewhat higher than 
the male (female: 12? or ^7.5^f male: 119 or kjA^). Both 
sexes identified **Others" as the alternate greatest source. 
As to second source of information, both indicated a fairly 
equal distribution between parents, school, and peer group. 

The least amount of information received by the 
high school students on the subject of the opposite sex as a 
date shows an equal distribution between parents and church 
(67 or 2^f.^^) for males and reading as a close runner (56 or 
20.4^). The females, however, had a somewhat different 
picture. They indicated the parents as providing the least 
amount of information (77 or 28.8^) and the church (57 or 
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21.3%). The school was selected by 5^ or 20.2 per cent 
of the female respondents. 

Two closely related items here are those which asked 
about the number of children a family should have, and 
whether one should admit to his/her spouse the contacts with 
one of the opposite sex. As to the number of children in a 
family there was some agreement that parents provided most 
of the information (2l4 or 39.6%). The male and female indi- 
cation here was rather evenly divided (males: 112 or 40.8^ and 
females: 102 or 3Q.2%). "Others" and ••Reading" came somewhat 
further behind in this instance. The peer group does not 
function here as in the first question. The "Parents" figure 
quite strongly as the second influence with a fairly even 
spread over the remaining categories with "Others" trailing 
rather low. 

The least amount of information here was provided by 
the category of "Others." 

The question regarding contacts with one of the 
opposite sex and the admission of that contact to one*s 
spouse comes from the general outlook regarding the success 
or failure of a marriage and was included here as an item 
on the outlook of one toward sex. In general, the respon- 
dents felt that most of the information received was from 
the "Parents" (200 or 36.0^) and the next greatest number 
Indicated the "Peer Group" (115 or 21.3^) • "Others" was 
selected 50 times or 9.2 per cent of responses, and the 
"Church" by ^9 or 9.0 per cent of the respondents. 'This item 
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within the grouping was the only one for which any signifi- 
cant number failed to answer (20 or 3^7%)* 

The breakdown by sex indicated much the same general 
distribution of selection. 

The second greatest amount of information was seen 
to indicate the "Peer Group" as the choice with "Parents" 
a fairly close second. The surprising thing in this category 
was that "Heading" received the third most number of indica- 
tions ♦ The "School" and "Church" categories were fairly 
evenly distributed, 85 and 81 respectively. 

As to the least amount of information, the "Church" 
again ranks first, "Reading" second, and the "Peer Group" 
third. There were 33 or 6.1 per cent >dio failed to indicate 
where they had received the least amount of Information on 
this item. By sex, the distribution of the Indication for 
the least amount of information was generally over the 
choices. 

These last two questions of the area do indicate a 
change vhen there is a breakdown by residence. For items 
1 and 85 urban males indicate the "Peer Group" as the prime 
source of information, while "Parents" caune in somewhat 
behind. The response to Item I6, however, shows that males 
in urban areas believe that "Parents" provide the greatest 
amount of information regarding the number of children a 
family should have. "Parents" also seem to Influence the 
male most in regard to admission of contact with the opposite 
sex to one*s spouse. The same pattern also holds for the 
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other types of residence. The pattern holds for the female 
respondents except for a few places where the indication 
followed fairly much the pattern established for Items 1 and 
8, but with a lighter count for the ''Parents" or the ••Peer 
Group* •'^ 

Information Regarding Dating 

The 'questions for this section seem to divide into 
two separate divisions regarding dating; 1) Tour date and 
you, end 2) Tne phases of dating which affect your immediate 
family. Items 2, k and 5 deal with the manner in which one 
dates, ••Wht date only a • Steady' ?•• shows that most of the 
information comes from the ''Peer Group^^ (232 or kZ.9%) with 
the ♦•Parents" being the next largest block (136 or 25»1^)« 
The ••Selection of a dating partner^^ indicates again the pre- 
dominance of the ••Peer Groups* (220 or 46,6^) and the ••Parents*^ 
contributing only about half that number (122 or 22.5^) • The 
problem of "What to do on a date" is largely dictated by what 
the "Peer Group •• decides. The choices here Indicate almost 
a three to one preference for the "Peer Group** over the 
"Parents^* (289 or 53»^^ as compared with 103 or 19*0^). 
The "Church" continued, however, as the lowest ranked con- 
tributor, although there was a slight rise in the influence 
or the church in the selection of a dating partner* 

Items 6, 7, and 8 are questions which tie the 

^For comparison of the residential areas consult 
Appendix IV, D through I, pp* 106-129 
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individual closer to the parents and is obvious since the 
parents are selected in providing the greatest amount of 
information. It is apparent that the parents insist upon 
being informed of the whereabouts of their yo\ang people since 
439 or 81.0 per cent responded that their ••Parents" provided 
the most information on this matter. Financing of dates is 
an in5)ortant matter for teen-agers and 2?^ or 50 • 6 per cent 
stated that the ••Parents" gave the most direction here while 
the •♦Peer Group*^ v^ith 119 or 22.0 per cent also provided help 
In this area. But when it came to the number of dates per 
week, the ••Parent s^^ were strong again with 323 or 59 • 7 P^r 
cent selecting, and I30 or 2^'.0 per cent selecting ••Others^^ 
as the category here. One may recall some of the television 
programs, or possibly the cost of dating being a control. 
There is no doubt that older sisters and brothers have some 
influence at this point and this is especially true among the 
male population of the urban, suburban and rural areas. 1 In 
general the plotting of replies as the second most information 
received is still coming from the ••Parents** and a slight rise 
from the ••Peer Grcap.*^ The only outstanding difference Is 
seen in the ••Church'* providing the second most amount of 
direction on the item of ••Keeping parents informed of where- 
abouts." Here the "Church** scored high with 150 or 2?. 7 per 
cent making this indication. This could be due to the moral 
emphasis in church school classes. 

^Conipare the male and female ratings in Appendix IV, 
D through G,*pp. 106-121. 
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Where the respondents received the least amount of 
information follows pretty much the findings so far that 
the "Church Is lax here. As In the choice of second most 
amount of information, the school ranks high with 119 or 
22*0 per cent indicating that here is where the least amount 
of information is received, although the "Peer Groups was a 
bit -^r (145 or 26. 8^) as being the first choice of many 
for the distinction of providing the least amount of infor- 
mation. 

Information Regarding Engagement 
TABLE 10 

INFORMATION REGARDING ENGAGEMENT 

GREATEST IfC 0»'AYION - JOL HEMS - AlX RESIDENCE « . ci.i 




The first serious step to-^ard the establishment of 
a family is what has been termed •»eng€igement • During this 
period a young man and a young woman begin seriously to 
make plans for the time they will begin to establish a new 
lamlly. There are several questions facing youth today which 
leads to the next three items to be discussed. In Table 10 
above, the three' items are given* It is interesting to note 
that the choice of most of the respondents was to the effect 
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that they receive most of their Information regarding engage- 
ment from their parents. In the item regarding conscious 
preparation the second choice of greatest information was the 
"Peer Group" (76 or l4.0^), while for the questions regarding 
the length of the dating period before becoming engaged the 
respondents listed the "Parents" as the first choice (24? or 
'4-5. 7;^) and "others" as a smaller group (135 or 25.0^). The 
length of engagement was felt by many to be Influenced by the 
"Parents" (248 or k5»8%) while the group selecting "Others" 
was about half of this (13^ or 24.8^). 

The second most amount of information for these 
questions shows the four most influential forces to be 
"Parents," "School," "Church," and "Peer Group" in order. 

TABLE 11 



SECOND KOST AMOUNT OP INFORMATION REGARDING ENGAGEMENT 



Item 


Parents 


School 


Church 


Peer 
Group 




N. 


% ■ 


N. 




N. 




N. 


% 


3 


91 


16.8 


107 


19.8 


102 


18.8 


120 


22.0 


10 


146 


27.0 


85 


15.7 


64 


11.8 


147 


27.2 


11 


148 


27.3 


82 


15.0 


69 


12.7 


136 


25.1 



The "Peer Group" ranks high here for the length of engagement 
before marriage and^ to a lesser degree, the item of the 
dating period before engagement. The "Parents" again rank 
high in the information which the respondents indicate they 
have received. 

The data indicate that the respondents believe the 
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"Parents" provide the most and next most ampmt of informa- 
tion looking toward engagement. When considering the male- 
female breakdovm by place of residence, it can be observed 
that with the exception of the urban female population 
replying to the questions regarding the length of dating 
before engagement or of engagement before marriage, there 
was a trend to receive more information from "Reading" than 
was observed prior to this. Among the female respondent 
farm popvilation there was an increase in «.he amount of infor- 
mation by "Reading" but they still followed their urban 
counterparts and indicated most information coming from 
"Other" sources. Much of the information females received 
in matters regarding dating and engagement and marriage comes 
from older sisters and brothers, television, and other accounts. 

When it came to selecting the least source of infor- 
mation, the respondents indicated that the "Peer Group" 
provided the least (ll6 or 21.4^) with "Reading" be? ng very 
close {Ilk or 21.0^) and the "School" and "Church" c far 
behind. As to the length of dating period before engage- 
ment and the length of engagement before marriage, the 
"Church" was indicated as the source offering the least amount 
of information (139 or 25.7^ and 132 or Zk.k^ respectively). 
For these two items the "Peer Group" is very close to the 
"Church" as offering the least amount of information. 

Information Regarding the Marriage (Wedding) 

Every young person at one time or another considers 
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the wedding ceremony and how It shall be performed^ The 
place and who should perform the ceremony are also weighed 
heavily^ There is a problem arising toda: as to whether 
high school students should be permitted to marry and remain 
In school. This has come Into play especially with the 
subsidizing of yoiong marriages today by the parents. 

When the high school students were asked where they 
had gotten the information they had on these two items, they 
responded as we see in Table 12. It is interesting to note 



TABLE 12 

IN?OHI<ATION REGARDING THE MARRIAGE (WEDDING) 




that the Influence of the church does not come into play 
until there are specific Issues Involved as the one seeking 
to learn, •'Who should perform the wedding ceremony?** Whether 
this Is direct inforaiation given by the church or simply 
an association is not possible to ascertain from the 
questionnaire. It would seem that much of this is going to 
be by association and the choice of former generations and 
of many of the '•Peer Group." The comparison of the total 
data with that of the separate sexes reveals the same distri- 
bution percentage wise. 

On the item, "Whether high school students shoxild 
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marry," 122 or 22.6 per cent checked the "Church" with the 
"Peer Group" Just behind with 119 or 22.0 per cent. The 
"School" also did not offer much information on this matter. 
When asked, "Who should perform the wedding ceremony?" the 
"Peer Group" led the field offering the least amount of infer- 
mation (1^^ or 26. 6^) and the category of "Reading" was close 
behind with 133 or 2k. 

The matter of a marriage consists of complying with 
the wishes of the parents and friends as well as the regu- 
lations of the state. It is because of this that much of 
the information is provided by the parents when the teen- 
agers begin to think seriously about life and generally in 
the direction of a life partner. 

Closely aligned with this subject is that of the 
religious background of the couple. This is the strongest 
item for the "Church" providing the most information. About 



TABLE 13 

INFORMATION REGARDING RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND 



SECj;c iN'OPJ-'Ario:; all rrEVS - all residekcs 




one-half of the respondents indicated that the "Church" had 
provided the most information. About one-fourth of the 
students stated that the "Parents" had provided the most 
information on this important question. When it comes to 
the second most informative source the "Parents" move ahead 
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with the "Church*' taking the next position. But when inves- 
tigating the least amount of information, the "School*' 
(133 or 2^.5^), •'Readings*' (123 or 22.?^), and the "Peer 
Group" (122 or 22.5^) f in that order, were indicated. This 
same trend shows up in the total male-female statistics. 
As to place of residence by sex, the same style or distri- 
bution occurred. 

These items will follow the generally accepted 
pattern for our society and the general traditional life 
styles of the population. 



Information Regarding Family Living. 

Table l4 shows the total choices of the group 
responding to the questionnaire. The results here are 



TABLE 1^ 

INFORMATION REGARDING FAMILY LIVING 




Ilea 



Xh* Who has responsibility for the 
checking account 



15. OvfTwrship of all Jfanlly property 



17- The bases oT a wircesHful marriage 



20. V»ha nakes the rt -i; '."^^rtant 
d'rrlsiorw in fr- I; ' • 



21. Tf.ar bol*-f3 regartii:-: /ar^a- ' 



22. Wnc shc'ild have th" :iost po--*»r 
in thp tfi>AXy 



atr^'ct e.^ch r«;-r»-r of the fa.-:ii: 



2b. J^cw to dfitemine hew much shotild 
b*i spent for basic ^rp#»nc* it ens 
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what one would expect. The "Parent are overwhelmingly the 
choice of the respondents as the primary source of their 
information. The scattering of the responses among the other 
choices has few ezceptions. In general, there has been an 
increase in this category of information from ^'Reading" as 
the greatest source. Especially is this true of the two 
items regarding •'The bases of a successfiil marriage" and 
••Beliefs regarding racial intermarriage" where the indication 
rose to 8? or 16.0 per cent and 81 or 1^*9 per cent respec- 
tively. The matter of racial intermarriage still is fairly 
much under the control of parental influence, but together 
with "Reading" and the "Peer Group" has an equal influence 
(81 or 1^.9;^) • Much of this influence can be a matter of 
observation of behavior on the part of the parents or the 
direct indoctrination by the parents. 

Comparison of the sources listed as offering the 
second most amount of information is interesting here# 
Table 15, page 51 f shows that many of those who had selected 
other sources than "Parents" for the greatest source are now 
indicating "Parents" as the second source of information* 
This 1j3, in itself, not surprising because of the number of 
times the youth have heard either directly or indirectly, 
the parents discussing many of the subjects. 

The "School" emerges as providing the second most 
amount of information in matters of the checking account 
responsibility (129 or 23^Bi) . This may be due to the 
materials used showing that the male usually is much more 
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TABLE 15 

INFORMATION REGARDING FAMILY LIVING 



SlCJJC IN7 0?J<^TION . ALL TTTyS • ALL R£SID£:;CE 




Who has rcsponsicili^v for the 
checidr^? account 



15 • Owncrsrdp of all Ttrlly property 
17 



rhe bases of a rjccessful niarrl 



20. 
21. 
.22. 
23. 
2ii. 



V.'ho oaices the really import ar.t 
Q^cisiors Ir. fa-::^y living 



Tour beliefs regarding racial 
interr.arria^c 



Who should have tne nost power 
in the f aaily 



VTio* should sake decisions which 
affect each ner.ber of the fardly 



Row to deterrxine how nuch should 
be spent for basic exr^nse itt-ss 



involved in business matters, and, therefore, has a much 
greater affinity for these matters* This will probably 
disappear with the newer materials in the school which 
deletes information regarding maleness or femaleness as a 
preference in academic matters* 

It could be the practice that most lines of 
inheritance are traced first through the male lineage in 
our society that the respondents checked the ••School •« as 
providing them with the second most amount of information 
regarding the ♦♦Ownership of all family property*' (123 or 
22.7%). This is usually predicated upon the male being the 
first member of the family to die and hence showing. In 
most cases, that property should be Jointly held by the 
husband and wife. There may be instances where this would 
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not follow, but many states would close checking accounts, 
ovmershlp of real estate, and other real property in the 
event of a husband •s demise prior to his wife where all real 
property were only in his name. 

The "School" has been providing more information on 
matters involving basic expenses for family living. This 
may not occur in course work in a home economics class alone. 
The discussions which occur in political science, civics, and 
sociology classes as v:ell as business related courses 
certainly offer much for the development of the student in 
this matter. What the student reads in newspapers, 
magazines, and other printed matter also has an effect here 
(120 or 22.1^ for "Others"). 

The "Peer Group" also remains high as a source of 
informafcion on items of the checking account responsibility, 
ownership of family property, important decision-making, 
racial intermarriage, and basic expenses. How much of the 
information is accurate is still another problem, but it 
does seem fair to assume that the discussions in the "Peer 
Group" do have some validity on these matters as youth share 
the information they do have. 

The church has exerted some influence upon the item 
of "important decision- making" in the family (121 or 22.3^). 
The inculcation of the "Ten Commandments" here may have some 
influence. ^ 

Parents remain high as a second informational source 
^Exodus 20: 1-17. 
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for many who had checked other sources in the selection of 
the greatest source of lnformatlon# 

Checking through the items regarding family living 
as to where the respondents indicated they had received the 
least amount of information, it becomes necessary to list 
each item separately and to indicate the selection in order. 
?or this we shsill use only the highly selected ones. 



TABLE 16 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CHECKING ACCOUNT 
Least Information 



Church 


Peer 


Group 


Beadlngs 


No. 


t 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


123 


22.7 


119 


22.0 


114 


21.0 



"Who has the responsibility for the checicing account?** 
In other words, 65 • 7 per cent of the respondents Indicated 
that these three sources of information provided them with 
the least amount of Information. 



TABLE 17 

OWNERSHIP OP FAMILY PROPERTY 
Least Informahlon 



Peer Group 


Church 


Reading 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


132 




124 . 


22.9 


120 


22.2 



The natiiral reaction here is that the "Peer Group" 
does not have enough information, the "Church" is not too 
much interested in material things, and the type of "Reading" 
which appeals to young people does not contain this type of 
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information. The choices here ,are fairly accurate since the 
remaining choices do come in for their share, but to a much 
lesser degree, to declare the source offering the least 
amount of information. 



TABLE 18 

BASES OP A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE 
Least Information 



Peer Group 


School 


Church 


Beading 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


136 


25.1 


113 


20.9 


96 


17 -7 


93 


17.2 



Approximately 81 per cent indicated that these 
sources provided the least amount of information on the 
subject. But in comparison with the source of greatest 
amo\mt and second most amount of information the item does 
have a wide scope of opinion among youth, for it seems that 
the first two sources of information have a strong indica- 
tion for the ^Church" and ♦^Reading." 



TABLE 19 

IMPORTANT DECISION- MAKING 
Least Information 



Peer 


Group 


Heading 


Church 


No. 


% 


No. 




No. 




127 


23A 


12^ 


22.9 


101 


18.6 



^ Once again the ••Church" is indicated as having little 

to offer by nearly one-fifth of the respondents. It is 
interesting to note here that the same choices were selected 
for the second source of information though not in the same 
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order. (Compare with the item in Table 15, page 31.) 

TABLE 20 

BELIEFS REGARDING RACIAL INTERMARRIAGE 

Least Information 



Chiurch 


School 


Peer 


Group 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


131 


2if.2 


108 


19.9 


104 


19.2 



It is interesting that 63.3 per cent of the respon- 
dents selected these three categories as providing the least 
amount of information. The "Church" with about one-fourth of 
the respondents indicating that little or no information is 
from this source further strengthens the argument that the 
"Church" as an institution does little for the socialization 
of the individual into society— at least in the area surveyed. 



TABLE 21 

rOWER IN THE FAMILY 
Least Information 



peer 


Group 


Church 


Reading 


Sch 




No. 




No. 


% 


No. 




No. 




127 


23.4 


113 


20.8 


Ill 


20,5 


104 


19.2 



Almost 8k per cent of the respondents selected these 
four categories as providing the least information. It is 
interesting to note that these are also selected by the 
respondents as the categories of institutions providing the 
second source of information, though not in the same order. 
Other than the "Peer Group" it would be expected that the 
"Church" and ••School" would provide more information than 
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this and other categories would in this selection. 



TABLE 22 

DECISIONS WHICH WOULD AFFECT EACH FAMILY MEMBER 
Tfiflst Information 



Reading 


Peer 


Group 


Church 


No. 


% 


No. 




No. 


% 


139 


25.7 


116 


2l.i| 


102 


18.8 



The lack of reading on the part of most students 
contributes to the statistics here. The reading that is done 
usually does not follow the more serious informative type 
but more of the entertaining style. There is also little 
encouragement from other institutions to have young people 
read serious material on the subject of the family. This is 
also seen at the college level. Assignments of a specific 
nature must be made to have students read the materials. 
Questions asked in short paper writing and in discussions 
seek to learn how much is being read from a series of 
articles reproduced and distributed. But little is revealed 
in the papers turned in. Apparently young people have been 
too textbook oriented. The ••Church" also fails here to 
provide the Information desired. It would seem that some of 
the information from Biblical lessons in Sunday School and 
church would have some effect, but apparently youth do not 
make the connection, or it is possible that leaders do not 
provide materials for the students. 

In the item of basic expense the listing of "Church" 
as providing the least amount of information is not- surprising 
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TABLE 23 

BASIC EXPENSE ITEMS DETERMINATION 
Tea fit Information 



Church 


Peer Group 


Heading 


No. 


% 


No. 




No. 


% 


131 




118 


21.8 


108 


19.9 



since not many indicated that they received much information 
from the church. When, however, a comparison is made with 
the data of 'where the respondents received the second most 
amount of information, the "Peer Group" and "Reading'* were 
fairly strong indicators. 

A very serious question arises here as to the distri- 
bution of the replies by sex and place of residence. By 
comparing the tables in Appendix IV, D through I, Male- 
Each Item - All Residence and Female - Each Item - All 
Residence, on the three indi-cations sought • there is a 
similar pattern developed. There is a noticeable difference 
between the amount of information female respondents 
received from "Reading" as compared with that of male 
responaents. The female respondents were appreciably higher 
than thc!*^ male counterparts, but by the same token, there 
was quite a sizeable group of both sexes indicating "Reading** 
as not providing much information. 

The breakdown of selection by residence indicates 
much the same type of distribution through the three questions 
of greatest, second and least information given by insti- 
tutions listed. One note is seen and that is that for the 
information regarding the family living aspect of the survey 
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there was an increase in the number who obtained information 
from "Reading*^ either as greatest or second source. This 
obser;^ation is particularly significant for the female over 
the male respondents • 

The interviews, though designer along the same lines 
as the questionnaire, gave the interviewees much more latitude 
in the replies* As the thirty-one interviews are compared 
with the resiilts of the q i?es rionnaires it was discovered 
that the replies were not much different in tone. General- 
izing on the matter, where there was information regarding 
the i^lationship of the respondent to the family of orien- 
tation, there was a definite leaning toward the ''Peer Group** 
for knowledge and relationships with the opposite sex. 
The same is true for the subject of dating. In engagement 
there seemed to be some mixed feelings and no clear line 
of where the most informatio"n came from. On marriage or the 
wedding, it became clear that for this category and for the 
category on the family much of the information was from the 
•♦Parents." In these items of family living the ••Church" had 
little information to contribute except on the subject of 
the religious backgroiond of the couple. In 8hort, the infor- 
mation obtained from the interviews was as near to the 
questionnaire replies as one could anticipate. 

While the students were completing the questionnaire 
the author talked with the teachers regarding the backgroimd 
of the students. Ir most cases the picture was much the 
same. The backgrounds varied somewhat, but most cf the 
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respondents came from urban areas (10^ males and 10? females )• 
Most of the schools had some course work for the female 
population on the subject of marriage and family living, out 
there was little done for the male population. One small 
town high school indicated *,hat the male population had the 
opportunity in the seventh grade of taking a course offered 
in the home economics department which gave basic information 
on the subject, but that nothing specifically was designed 
for this outside the home economics department after that 
except for the girls. Another small town high school — in 
fact it could be described more as a "village" school — 
had some information in the social studies department which 
used textbooks on the subject and this course work was open 
to all students. ?he large high schools included the subject 
material as a part in some social studies classes and some 
in sociology classes. 

I^ems of Interest to Parents. 

Sociologists have agreed that the main socializing 
agent for the child until the age of six is the home.^ There 
is, however, some debate over this role of the family as the 
main socializing agent until adulthood of the children. One 
school of thought points toward the family as maintaining 
its socializing inf licence through adolescence, while the 

^David Popence, Sociology , (New York> Appleton- 
Gentury-Crofts, Educa-cional Division of Meredith Corpor- 
ation, 1971) • p. 119. 
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other indicates a break occurring when the child enters 
school at about age six. Doby, Boskoff and Pendelton 
indicate: ♦'Prom that time [the birth of the child] until the 
last child assumes adult responsibility, the parents devote 
large amomts of their time and the resources of the family 
to the children."! Popenoe, on the other hand, Indicates that 
at about age six, the socializing forces begin to shift 
from the home to other institutions and forces. ^ He goes on 
to explain that socialization never ceases through adulthood 
since there is constant adaptation which must be made to 
different situations. 

Information regarding the subject of marriage and 
family living basically comes from the family as Table 24-, 
page 61, indicates. Using the 20 per cent level as signifi- 
cant, only two items were indicated by respondents as not 
being among the "Greatest Source of Information." These are 
Item 5, "What to do on a date," (103 or 19.0^), and Item 8, 
"vniat attracts you to the opposite sex as a date," 

(66 or 12.2^). 

The same two items were repeated in the "I^ast 
Source of Information" in Table 24, page 6I, and to these is 
added Item 2, "V/hy date only a 'Steady'," (126 or 2J,3%), 
and Item 4, "Selection of a dating partner," (118 or 21.8^). 

^Doby, Eoskoff, and Fendelton, Sociology: The Study 
of Kan in Adaptation , p. 202. 

^popenoe. Sociology , p. 119. 
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Ittn 



Knowledge of the opposite sex 




V.'r.y date only a "Sttrtdy^ 



Ccr,scious preparation for 
en^ace'^ent 



Stltction of a datin;: oartr.tr 



r.'hit to do on a date 



Yecpirz your parents iixforr^ed 
of vhere5»bcuts 




Ir.ancing your dates 



'^'i?:t attracts yoj to tr.e cpT>csxcc 
£€X as a date 



9. 



vr-o ceter^J nes the mrrbcr of 
you hcvc per vcc-k 




Lcr.rth of datlnr period before 
erj*a-e-ent 



Lcr^th of engsic^^'''®"^ before 
Virriace 



12. 



VT^ether hi^h school stlTdcnta 
chcjld -.arry 



V.>o should perforr* the weeding 
cere-iony 



Who has responsioility for the - 
checking ecco-irX ^ 



15. 
16. 



OwT^ership of aj.l fanily property 



The nu.T:i)cr of children a fsrdly 
should h£vc 



17. 
16. 



The bases of a successful narrit-c 



AdrJLssion of cor»t£Ct3 with the 
ocposite 3ex to one's spouse 




I?- F.ellf:icus backf^rouTid of couple 



vrno r.aJ:e3 the really ir.portant 
d^ci-rions in fir.ily living 



Vo\;r beliefs re.'^ardin^ recinl 
Interrarria;;'* 



♦'no should have the neat pcver 
in the f.'».':ily 



V.^.o shcula noVc cecisiors which 
aJf^ct each r,er.\cr of the fa-dly 




Hcr,t to dctcnnirie how rxch should 
be '-^jrjt for bocic f*y^')^r,C(s it.e'^s 
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Iten 



1. Knowledge of the opposite f2X 



2. Vhy date only a "Steady" 



3. Conscious preparation for 
en^japenent 



1:. Selection of a datir^ p.-jriner 



5- What, to do on a date 



6. Keeping ycur parents ir.fomed 
of whereabouts 



7. Financing your dates 



6. Vha^ attracts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 



9. V.'ho deterrnines the m-rbcr of 
dates you have per vee*-: 



IC. Lenrth of dating neriod b«fori 
enrarenent 



11. Length of ef^jagcnent before 
Karri age 



12 • VTiether hiph school students 
should narry 



13. Who should perfom the u-edding 
cer<r;ony 



li.. 'rtho has responsibility for ire 
'v'jcking acccrjnt 

1, vTj-rship of all ^zrSly prooer^y 



16. The nxToer of children a fsrJly 
shcjld have 



17. The bases of a auccessful nzsri^c^ 



iS. Adnission of contact vith the 
opposite sex to one*s voo-jte 



19* ReliEious backi^rciir.d of cov,?le 



20. vrno nakes the really inportc-.t 
decisions In fa.T.ily livin.- 



il. :our beliefs rt'Carairiy racisl 
tntsmarrlax^o 



22* Who snould have t^-.e r.cst py-^ 
In the fa-.ily 



23. Who should make decisions v^icr. 
ai"fect each mcrh/ir of tho fdr'ly 



23i. Mow to determine how nuch snc»:id 
be s?*nt for basic ex:»ens'i i-e-.s 
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This represents the ••Parents" as not contributing much to 
the knowledge the respondents had of selection of a dating 
partner and of the nature and purpose of dating^ 

Taken as a group, Kith the exception of •♦What attracts 
you to the opposite sex as a date,** the ♦'Parents*' 6u:e pro- 
viding inforination on marriage and family living at a signifi- 
cant level. Item 5, •'What to do on a date," is near border^ 
line (103 or 19.0^). 

The evaluation of the data by sex presents a slightly 
different picture. Regarding Item 5$ •'What to do on a date,** 
the male respondents indicated that in selecting the "Greatest 
Source of Information," only 39 or 1^.2 per cent indicated the 
"Parents" as providing this information, while 64 or 23.9 per 
cent of the female respondents indicated that the "Parents" 
had provided them the greatest amount of information. Regard- 
ing Item 8, both sexes were about even in their selection of 
"Parents" as providing the greatest amount of information. 
A significant number of each sex indicated Items 2, 4, 5f and 
8 as "Parents" providing the least amount of information. 
The female respondents also indicated that the "Psorents" had 
provided the least amount of information regarding their 
knowledge of the opposite sex. (56* or 20 •9^). 

In general, the respondents indicated that a signifi- 
cant amount of information regarding marriage and the family 
came from the parents. There are some differences when 
analyzed by sex, but the differences can be largely explained 
by the close relationship the individual has with the parent 



ERLC 



00074 



- 64 - 

with whom they associate most closely. 

One observation from the literature is that parents 
often fail to provide information because they either do not 
know "how** to present the information, or they do not have 
the information themselves.^ 

Items of Interest to the School 

The' school seems to have little effect upon the 
students on any item as the greatest soiirce of information 
on issues involved in marriage and family living. The highest 
percentage scored was regetrding Item 1, "Knowledge of the 
opposite sex," (80 or l^J-.S^), and Item 4, "Selection of a 
dating partner," (77 or lif.2^). When indicating selections 
of the "Least Source of Infomation," the students indicated 
five items at 20 per cent or more level. In Item ,6, "Keeping 
your parents informed of whereabouts," the respondents sel- 
ected the "School" 119 or 22 per cent of the time as pro- 
viding the least information. As to Item ?• "Financing your 
dates," 109 or 20.0 per cent indicated that they had received 
little information from the school. One hundred, twelve or 
20.7 per cent indicated that the school provided the least 
amoijuit of information regarding Item 9$ "Who determines the 
number of dates you have per week." The "Religious back- 
ground of the couple," Item 19, was indicated by 133 or 2^.5 
per cent as the school providing the least amount of infor- 

^Williamson, Marriage and Family Relations ,* 6th ed., 

p. kk9* 
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TABLE 26 
INFORMATION FROM THE SCHOOL 



Ittn 



1. Kr.Dvl^;f;e of the opposite sex 



2. »/ cilo oal/ a •'£tc.d>-*' 



Cc-^c-oas preparAticn for 



h- Selection of a d.itinj partner 




■.""'wt, V3 do on s. date 



K^rpir^ ycur parenis irxforr^l 
cf ve'-eAbouta 



7. TL-,^-zLr^ yo-ir datei 



V-.i- ivt-racts yea to the opcositic 



V.'ro c»^«»r"»ne3 the r.'-'ber 



Lcr".-, cf d'"itlp,t- p^niod \J'^^C'^'^ 



11. L^r^-V-. of en^Airener'v- -jefore 




V*-j*t--r high school students 



f.r.o src^la peri'om tpe veridir.f, 
cere-ov 



rro ha; responalollit/ for the • 
chec'-'i'S account 




15. C---r*rsrip of ail fa-ily property 
16. 



tTro m-j:er of cJv^lcren a fartLly 



17- T'^ bases oi a duccessful namcr,o 



AirJLc2icn of contr.ct3 With tnc 
oroosite sex to one's spouse 



15?, Reli^irjs background of couple 



V.'ho r.5'<«s the really tnoortar.t 
c*cicl7'*s ir. f;nily living 



>.'• 0 s""-: JLd hav^ the •*c:>t po'«er 
i-; the r^-.ily 



?0 



3.7 



9'i 



j7.} 



b-i &r-*% for b/i'.ic ^'y.v^r^^ it^^z 
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mation. This was the highest percentage noted in this 
category. Another item listed at the significant level was 
that of "The bases of a successful marriage." Here II3 or 
20.9 per cent stated that the school had not provided them 
with much information. A check of Table 26, page 65 t 
indicates that the school generally did not provide tne 
greatest amount of information, nor was it selected as the 
institution providing the least amount. 

Table 27 t page 67, "Information from the School 
by Si^x," indicates that male respondents- did not select the 
school in any significant degree, nor did the males indicate 
significantly that the school had provided the least amount 
of Information. Five items were selected by the female 
respondents as significantly providing information. They 
are: 

16. The number of children a family 55 or 20.1^ 

should have. 

17. The bases of a successful marriage. . . .63 or 23 .0^ 

1.9 • The religious background of couple. . . .66 or 2k.Q% 

2t. Your beliefs regarding racial 6^ or 23.3^ 

int e rmarriage . 

2^. Who should have the most power 58 or 21.1^ 

in the family. 

The selection of the institution providing the least 
amount of information also follows this pattern. The male 
respondents die not select the school a significant number 
of times. The female respondents, on the other hand, did 
indicate seven times where the school had not provided any 
or a very limited, amount of information. Those items 
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INFORMATION FROM THE SCHOOL 
BY SEX 



l, Krc'l^dge of the czporlte st;x 




2. V^^v c£.*.e only a 



3# CcnsciO'-s prepira"ion for 



I:, Selection of a ca'-in.; partner 



p. n-.it to CO cn a cate 



?C--e7ir-5 ycur parer.^s ioforred 



«rr.ct £.:,t7£Cts you 'o the opros:.^? 
5c: < cs a date 



9. 



dc.t*»s Tou hav* per week 



lfcr-r*r. cr cat:.rg period before 



Lcr^t'n of er^^L^jener.t before 
rcrri£.3e 



"Aretn-r higa school sVaaent 



vrr.o s-ouid pfsriorm the Wf^aing 
cer°.-.or7 



Vno has j-ebpor.sibility for tre 
ohec/cirg ^cjovir.t 



OuTVirsMp or all rarily property 



Th'j rrr-.ter of ohilcren a f5.-iily 
5'>0'-*li have 



The bases of a sucoessful marriar' 



A.dnlcsion of oontect with the 
croosite sex to ore* 5 soouse 



L9# P.eli?.iou3 bickgrcurd of couple 



Vro •^akes the rcslly irportant 
r:c-clsi':r.s Ln fcr;ily living 



?1. :-jr bvlicfs ro^j^^L-^; racial 



V-.o sr.oulc have the r.ost power 
In th- fcrAlr 



V'^.c £^0-1": -3>>«. ct-cicions which 
f'lOTt c.icn "--.bcr of tre fr-i)/ 



'!cv coter-ir.9 yow n-.cn should 
to r". -t for bacio *!x:5t»r.ce 
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selected here with the totals and percentages are: 

6. Keeping your parents informed of 63 or 23*6^ 

whereabouts. 

[Here the female respondents also indicated signif- 
icantly that the school had provided the greatest 
amount of information.] 

7. Financing jovor dates 57 or 21.3% 

8. What attracts you to the opposite .... 5^ or 20.2^ 
sex as a date. 

9. Who determines the number of dates. . . . 65 ox 
you have per week. 

11. Length of engagement before marriage. . . 55 or 20.6% 

13. Who should perform the wedding ceremony . 56 or 20.9^ 

19. Religious background of couple 6? or 25.1% 

A study of these items seems to indicate that the 

school has a long way to go in assisting in the instruction 

of young people regarding marriage and family living. Here 

is one place where the legal and economic aspects of the 

subject as well as the morar and spiritual could be brought 

together in a special area of the library or In a special 

room where students could at least read significant materials* 

The subjects here are only indicators of information which Is 

needed and could be provided in an unbiased manner by the 

school. 

' Items of Interest to the ^Chia*ch 

\ 

Wood has sxiggested that there is a relationship 
between the church and the family and that if the family is 
as important as the church says it is, the church ought to 
implement some sound and effective programs of education in 
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TABLE 28 
INFORMATION FROM THE CHURCH 
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INFORMATION FROM THE CHURCH 
BY SEX 



Item 



!♦ Kcovled^e of the opposite sex 



2. Why date only a •♦Steady" 



10^ teccth of d.tine period before 



3# CoTOci.v-j:? preparation for 
ec^s-r-rrt 



h» Sele ction of a datir^ partner 



5« Vhxt to do on a date 



6« Keeping your parents trforrred 
of vhere«bouts 



7. I*laarclng your dates 



8. What attracts you to the ooposits 



9. Vho deteriTlneo the ffjrier of 
d*tes ycu have per veeTc 



l ^ i' g th of engageracnt hfScn 
earriiire 



12* Wberther nigh school stuients 
shoulc carry 



13* V>fO should perfoiT! the vecding 
cererjonj 



! lii. Who has responsibility for the 
cbeckLrt- account 



CViier5h:-p cf dl f arJ.ly prcpert; 



16 • The iTuiri?*r of children a family 
sho^xI'J have 



17- The b«s«s of c taccKSsfiii r.arric^ 



Adxistion of contacts with the 
oppDc^tg sex to one'c sporjso 



19* F.eilt;lous backgrorund of cCiSpU- 



2U* Vho np.kes the reallr L^jpcrant 
oecisions in fi-nlly llri»xr 



IX* Y<rtT beliefs rccArdl:^*; racial 



t7^ Vuo shoul i h«-.'e the .-.ost p? 
In tht" fJ^-Uy 



3. Vi.o «hr^ld .t;£>»i decici'»r.c w-jich 
a.^'fect efj:h rtrbr-r cC ih? f.c^i'y 



cJi. Kc--/ to dctrrrdntf hew r^jch c^.culc 
I hft6i^: cxrcn; • it*--? 
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1 

the Issues of marriage and family 21vlng. An examination 
of Table 28, page 69, Indicates that the respondents only 
selected two Items as being signif icsint • Item 13> %'ho 
should perform the wedding ceremony," (212 or 39.1%) and 
Item 19, "Religious background of couple," (270 or ^9.9%)$ 
are the only items thought to have been given much time 
by the church. All of the other items were low in the 
number of times selected as the "Greatest Source. 

Looking at the column for the "Least Source" there 
were six iteiis not considered significant. Item 3» "Consci- 
ous preparation for engagement," (103 or 19 .0^); Item 6, 
"Keeping your parents informed of whereabouts," (97 or 17«9^)» 
Item 13, *'vrno should perform the wedding ceremony," (59 or 
10.9^); Ix;em 19, "Religious background of couple," (52 or 
9.6^); Item 20, "Who makes the really important decisions 
in family livings" (101 or 18.6^); and Item 23f "Who should 
make decisions which affect each member of the family," (102 
or 18.8^). 

Turning to Table 29, Page 70, the pattern is a bit 
changed when broken down by sex. The male respondents did 
not consider the church a significant institution respon- 
sible for giving information except on Item 13, "Who should 
perform the wedding ceremony," (103 or 37 as compared 
with the female respondents who did not consider the church 
as significant on this- item (32 or 11.6^). The second is 

^Wood, "Church Problems in Marriage Education," p. 171* 
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Item 19f '•Religious background of couple, (133 or ^Q.5%)f 
for the male respondent who considers the church more signi- 
ficant as the greatest source of information than the female 
(36 or 13,1,^)# GenerrMy the female considered the church to 
have been a significant source of information except in the 
two instances p'^ntioned above, and in Item 13^ ••Cunsfcious 
preparation for engagement,** (^7 or 17. 1^)^ and Item 6, 
•'Keeping your parents informed of whereabouts, (51 or 
IB. 6%). 

The church as the sotirce of least information is 
indicated in Table 285 page 69« Here the male respondents 
indicated the same two items as those they believed the 
church provided least information while the female respondents 
were more critical of the church since they significantly 
indicated the church as the least source of information izi 
eleven of the twenty-four items. 

All in all, it is observed that the significance of 
the church as a source of information is not high, yet theie 
is some indication that tho church does provide some infor- 
mation in a significant manner* 

Reading as a Source of Information 

The amount of literature being published today 
contains eirticlkis of a popular nature and of a technical 
professional nature on the subject of marriage and family 
li/ing. In developing the questionnaire it was thought that 
some infornation would be necesssury in this area as a choice 
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TABLE 30 



READING AS A S0UAC3 Or i:.yOH:-l-.?IOiJ 


JL bein 


Greatest 


All 


Male 


Fenale 


3« Conscious preparation for 
engagement 


62 


26 


36 y^ 

.^3.5 




12 

2.2 




8 y^ 


5« Vmat to do on a date 


39 

7.2 


y^ 

y^ J.8 


23 y^ 

^ 8.6 




38 ^ 
7.0 : 


9 

3.3 


29 

^XlO.8 


8. V/hat attracts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 


50 

9.2 


23 y^ 

,y j.h 


27 y^ 


13. Who should perform the wedding 
ceremonj'' 


13 

y 2.h 


8 y^ 
y^ 2.9 


5 y^ 

^ 1.8 


"ill. Who has responsibility for the 
; checking account 


37 y^ 

6.8 


12 y^ 
y^\i»^ 


25 


1^ fHjnpT»«^hi r> nf rsT' .LATfiilV 'nroDertv 


27 y^ 

J.o 


y^ U.o 


16 

>^ 6.0 


jLf • ine Dases oi a succebsj-uj- ifi%-it.ixcigc 


87 

y L6.0 


16 y^ 
y^ L2.7 


52 

y^9.U 


• ,l8. Admission of contacts with the 
opposite sex to one^s spouse 


72 >^ 
>X^3.3 


32 

y<^1.6 


Uo 

y^5.o 


JL7« tiej-igious DacKgiTJuiiu oi coupj.c 


32 y^ 

6.0 


\:f~yy 

y^ J.U 


~xr~y^ 

>^.3 


20. Who makes the really important 
decisions in family living 


32 y^ 

y""^ 6.0 


Hi 

^^.1 , 


18 

y^k,i 


?2. Viho should have the most power 
in the family 


36 


8 

^.'^ 2.9 


28 

/lo.U 


23. Who should make decision*; vrtiich 
affect each member of the family 


yy 6.0 


9 y^ 


23^x^ 
/8.6 


i 2U, How to determine hov; much should 
be spent for basic expense items 




21 

'.6- 


33 

L2.3 
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TABLE 31 



READING AS A SOURCE OF II.TORMATION , 

i 






Least 


Item 


All 


Kale 


Female 


3* Gonscicu^ preparation for 
engagervsr.t 


?i.o 


% y^ 
y^ ?o.i 


58 >^ 


h. Selecticn of a dating partner 


10^^/^ 

/l9.1i 


38/^ 
^^3.8 


67 
>^5.1 


■ What to do on a date 


89/" 


y^\2,\x 


55 
,x^0.6 


J, Financing your dates 


102 


%y^ 
^^O.U 


li6 
^^7.2 


8. What st-racts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 




?0.li 


liO/' 

^^.5.0 


13. Who sho'ild perform the wedding 
ceremony 


133/ 


^/25.2 


y^^»^ 


Vlho has responsibility for the 
. checking accoimt 


21.0 


61/ 
?2.2 


53 
,/l9.8 


l5. Owners'rip of all family properly 


120^/^ 

22.2 


19.7 


66 
/2ii.7 


• 

17. The bases of a successfiiL marriage 


L7.2 


^X"^ 20.8 


36/^ 
>^3.5 


18. Adrdssicn of contacts with the 
opposite sex to one's spouse 


109/^ 
>^20.0 


^8^ 
21.1 


51/^ 
^Xl9.1 


19. Religio-s background of couple 


123^^ 
22,7 


v^^5.2 


5li.^ 

^/20.2 


20. 'Who xr&zes the really important 
decisior-s in family living 


?2.9 


67 ^^/^ 


57/ 
^x^l.3 




22. y!ho sho-iLd have the most power 
in the f=ri.ly 


lll^^ 
y^ ?0.5 








23. V/ho sho-ild make decisions which 
affect each merber of the family 


13^X^ 
25.7 


71/ 
/2J5.9 


68 




2h. How to determine how much should 
be sper.-- for basic expense items 


IC^/^ 
L9.S 


' i;9X 
3>^7.8. 


>^2.0 
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for the respondents. If we consult Table 30, page 73, 

we will find that ^Reading" did not score high as a choice of 

where the respondents received the greatest amount of 

Info rmat Ion • Taken as a group, or as a breakdown between 

the sexes, the same holds true. None of the Items came 

through at the significant level • 

When Table 31, page 7^f, Is consulted as being 
the soxirce of least information, the scoring is different. 
The Items which showed any significance in either the •^aa, " 
"Kale," or "Female" col^amns were Included. Here five items 
appear as significant through each of the colxxmns. 
3. Conscious preparation for engagement. 

13^ Who should perform the wedding ceremony • 

19. Religious background of the couple. 

20* Who makes the really Important decisions in family 
living* 

23. Who should make decisions which affect each member 
of the family* 

Others as a Source of Information 

This category was Intended to provide the respondents 
with a choice not given in the questionnaire. Upon collecting 
th^ questionnaires it was noted that most respondents hc*i 
given a specific source for this category. The most common 
sources listed in this category were "Sisters," "Brothers," 
and one which brought some verbal search by the team, 
"Myself." This was interpreted by the respondents to mean 
tliat they had nr way of telling Just what particular source 
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had provided the information, but that this was a combin- 
ation of many soiirces and conclusions drawn by the respondent. 
In no item or category do we find any significant numbers 
indicating ♦•Others" as the source of greatest information. 
The same is true for those who indicated ••Others*' as having 
provided the least amount of Information. In all Instances 
those responding to this category and to all Items the level 
of significant response was less than 10 per cent. 
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CHAPTER V 



CONCLUSIONS 

The New England colonial family, in its sociallza- 
felon process, stressed discipline, training and Impulse con- 
brol* Along with this was the assiunptlon that human nature 
was basically evil and needed to be kept under strict con- 
trol* Today we hav^e evidenced a change in the socialization 
of youth. Generally it is conceived that most young people 
are becoming capable of functioning as full adults in American 
society* 1 

This change follows along with the rapid development 
of the American society educationally, economically, and 
socially. The study here does show some trend toward a change 
from the socialization being done basically by the individ- 
ual's family toward that of receiving impressive amount of 
Information from one's peer group. However the information 
is interpreted, the family [parents] still remain as the 
basic Informatior^al center in most items. 

Generallj speaking, the greatest source of information 
on matters regarding the opposite sex is that of the peer 
group. Cox has commented on this: 

^Kenkel, The Family In Perspective, 3rd ed. -pp^ 262-265# 
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Who told you the facts of life? 

Almost certainly it was no^. your mother or father. In 
all probability, your sex information came from someone 
your own age, a teen-age friend who took you aside and 
whispered about s-c-x. 

Hew much did you learn this way? Actually, not much. 
Basically you are ignorant about sex, no ••matter how 
much experience you may have had.^ 

When it comes to getting to the matter of engage- 
ment and family living information, the scene shifts toward 
the home. The "Parent s*« are offering the most Information 
on these subjects. In only one instance did it appear that 
there was a source which overshadowed the p6trents and that 
was in regard to the religioxis bac;.:ground of the couple # 
Here the ♦•Church** came throu^ as offering the most amount 
of information. The general attitude of youth regarding 
religion and the place it plays in family living Is not con- 
sidered as being critical as- in former generations. This 
lessening of the strict adherence to likeness of religious 
preference of the couple is certainly a development over 
sevf^ral generations. The information regarding the conduct 
of family business and decision-making in the family Indi* 
cates that the respondents believed they had received most of 
their information from their parents. The second most inform- 
ative group varied some;/hat between the ••Peer Group^^ and the 
••School** with few exceptions. 

••Heading** was not a popular choice. In no item 



•^Claire Cox, The Upbeat Generation , (Englewood 
Cliffs, NJ.f Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1962), p. 22. 
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Kas there any significant number checking here as the source 
of greatest information. A look at the least informative 
source indicates that a significant number checked here 
quite often. Still, this is not too alarming. The female 
respondents checked "Reading" as their choice more often 
than their male counterparts, but not with any significant 
number. 

The -attitude of the student respondents was excellent > 
There was an interest in the subject material and after 
all questionnaires had been collected, there was an open 
discussion among the students regarding much of the infor- 
mation # The students are ready for some factual material 
on the subject from an lonbiased point of view. Though much 
of the Information the students had received was from the 
^•Farents," the students believed it generally to be biased 
and somewhat "Old Poggy" in attitude. It appears that the 
studs^nts wanced more information. 

Many schools permit married students to remain in 
school^ in fact this question was answered by teachers 
indicating the married students in the classroom. As to 
pregnancy, meurrled women are encouraged to remain In school 
as long as possible, but there seems to be some hesitancy to 
encourage them to remain for long* There is still some hold- 
over from the time when pregnancy was looked upon as a 
reason for dismissal from school. 

Another look at the hypothesis: 
Students of senior high schools in Northeastern Indiana 

Er|c 00090 
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receive the Inforicatlon they possess on issues in 
max^riage and family living primarily from the parents 
and only secondarily from the school and church* 
In its basic form and from what has been learned from the 
data collected, it may be concluded that the data support 
the hypothesis. It may further be hjrpothesized that: 
There is a tendency for high school students in 
Northeastern Indiana to receive much of their information 
regarding dating from the peer group* 
This woald be supported on the basis that data show that 
the peer group is indicated more often than the parents on 
this subject, but that parents tend to receive a significant 
number of indications of greatest amount of information 
on defcing* Basically, students Indicated that a significant 
amount of their information on Issues involved in marriage 
and family living came from the parents and their observa- 
tions of family living. 
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CHAPTER VI 
HECOMMSNDATIONS FOR FUBTBER STUDY 



Reflections upon the findings of this study would 
recommend that the stvdy be replicated in other areas of the 
United State s» Whether the same results would be received 
is a matter of conjecture. More industrial areas could well 
bring results even more pointed toward the "peer Group" as a 
main source of Information on the subjects of the study. 

It is recommended that for purposes of sinqpllf icat Ion, 
the categories of ••Reading," "Other," and "No Answer," be 
deleted from the questionnaire. These seem to let the gate 
open just a bit too far for the respondent to answer too 
readily without thinking seriously. As the study would be 
replicated, it is possible that more questions could be 
added which are a bit more pointed^ Another form that 
could be used would be to eliminate the "Second Source of 
Information." This may create a bit of confusion with the 
"Greatest Source." 

The form of the questionnaire could also be given In 
two parts. Part I would seek to learn where the respondents 
had received the greatest amomt of their information and 
Part II could seciire responses regarding the sources offering 
the least amount of information. This would eliminate the 

- 81 - 
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necessity of placing numerals in the spaces* An answer sheet 
could be provided whereby the respondent would blacken in a 
space* If done accurately, this could then be machine read 
and cards punched. 

Several other studies need to be completed beyond 
those already in the literature. These would explore the 
subject material of school progreuns more closely as to 
content and method of Instruct ion t Studies to determine the 
lack of relevant information need to be done before designing 
more courses* This type of study would elicit information as 
to what the students believe about the subjects and then 
building around the desires of the student to learn accurate 
information. This could be a companion study to a longer 
study of the soijirce of information. From these two studies 
correlations could be drawn which would provide more accixrate 
conclusions as to the place of the traditional institutions 
of socialization in preparing young people for the roles In 
marriage and family living. 

The ••Church'* fared poorly in this survey. Kore 
detailed studies could be made of church programs of Instruc- 
tion and youth programs to determine the feasibility as well 
as protability of such information being mauie available 
through churches. 

A comprehensive survey and study of the textbooks and 
other materials as audio-visual aids for schools and churches 
would be appropriate.* Many local or co\mty-wide programs in 
schools have been designed for short ••quickie** courses. More 
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intensive programs or courses need to be designed with 
effective teaching* The use of outside sources as 
physicians, public health officers, and social workers 
could possibly enhance the programs. 

This research has indicated that parents must also 
be educated as to how to present the information to teen- 
agers in a modern day* Some parents will have to learn 
the me.teriai accurately for the first time. These pro- 
grams can be jmplemented through the public school*s educa- 
tion program. Such implementation would begin to assist 
those teaching to acquaint the parents with some of the 
problems of youth not seen in the home and to which the 
parents could address themselves in helping the teen-ager 
adjust to complex living. 

Taken as an over-all approach, much needs to be done 
in this area to educate youth and adults alike in order to 
bring a healthy family relation to future generations. 
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APPENDIX 

The Appendix contains two sections^ The first is 
that of the Instruments used in the research and the second 
consists of the compilations of the findings in charts* 
To read the charts one will note that under each heading and 
for each item there are boxes which are divided diagonally 
with the total figure of respondents to that particular 
item and selection and the figure below the diagonal is a 
percentage figure* 



Total number 
of 

Respondents 




Percentage of 
Respondents this 
Item and Selection 
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A-1 Greatest Information - All Items - 

All Residence 
A-2 Second Inf orination - All Items - 

All Residence 
A- 3 Least Information - All Items - 

All Residence 



B-1 
B-2 
&-3 

C^l 

c-3 

D-l 

Ih2 

D-^ 

E-1 
E-2 

E-3 
E-^ 

F-1 

F^2 

F-3 
F-^ 

G-1 
G-2 

G-J^ 

H-1 
H-2 

H-3 
H-^ 

I-i 
1-2 
1-3 



Greatest Information - Male - All Residence 
Second Information - Kale - All Residence 
Least Information - Kale - All Residence 

Greatest Inf ormation - Female - All Residence 
Second Information - Female - All Residence 
Least Information - Female - All Residence 



Greatest Information - MeuLe 

Greatest Information - Kale 

Greatest Information - Male 

Greatest Information - Male 

Second Information - Kale - 

Second Information - Kale '^^ 

Second Information - Male - 

Second Information * Male - 



- Urban 

- Suburban 

- Rural 

- Farm 

Urban 
Suburban 
Rural 
Farm 



Least Information - Male - Urban 
Least Information - Male - Suburban 
Least Information - Kale - Rural 
L^ast Information - Kale - Farm 



Greatest Information - Female 
Greatest Information - Female 
Greatest Informntion - Female 
Greatest Information - Female 

Second Information - Female - 
Second Information - Female - 
Second Information - Female - 
Second Information - Female - 



- Urban 

- Suburban 

- Rural 

- Farm 

Urban 
Suburban 
Rural 
Farm 



Least Information - Female - Urban 
Least Information - Female - Suburban 
Least Information - Female - Rural 
Least Information - Female - iferm 
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I 




Departmant of Sociology 

' Deal* Student: 

Your cooperation in completing this questionnaire is deeply 
appz^Gciated. You are contributing immeasureably to the subject 
' of tiarriage and Family living. Your honest answers will do much 
. to assist in the development of the problem of how you received 
your inf onaation and to indicate where there are needs in this 
j inqportant subject. 

There will be nothing in your replies which can be used in 
any way that will reveal your identity. The confidentiality of 
your participation is closely guarded. 

i 

Thank you for yoi^^^^^^ion, 

j Shoup 

j Associate Professor of Sociology 
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MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE QUESTIONNAIRE 

There is probably no subject that has a more universal base for 
discussion than marriage and the manner of living as a family. Yoixr 
ideas and/or beliefs about these two areas of American life are of 
importance^ The source of your information is also very important, so 
please ANSIVER ALL QUESTIONS. This is not a test but a survey of ideas 
or beliefs. There are no ''Right" or "Wrong" answers. Record what you 
actually believe rather than what you may think is wanted or what y<$u 
think you ought to believe. 

As you answer this questionnaire you are not to sign your name or 
place it on the pages at any place • This is to ensure the anonymity of 
your name* No one will know who completed this questionnaire. 

There is certain information which is vital to the study and you 
.aixs asked to check the following information about yourself • 

! 0.1 0.2 

D Mai® □ Female 

Check below the class you a^e in school: 



0^3 0.^ 

fl Freshman (9th grade) Q Sqphomore (lOth grade) 

0^5 0.6 

□ Junior (11th grade) [j Senior (12th grade) 

Check below the type of community in which you live: 

0.7 0.8 

□ Urban (City) □ Suburban 

0.9 0.0 

Q Rural (Non-farm) Q Farm 
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PART I SO0RC3 OF INFORMA.TIOM 



What you know about the dating-engagement-«arriage sequence or 
vhataver ideas you have developed about the sequence has been fomed 
, from information provided you. Look at each it«a listed below and 
! indicate the sources of your infonnation in the boxes idiich «ost 
' closely correspond to your ovm. 

j Place a «1" in the box which indicates the source of greatest 
i information J a "2" in the box which indicates the source of next 
i greatest infoniation; and a "3" in the box idiieh indicates the souzve 
: of the LEAST amount of infonnation. 

There are no "fiight" or "Wrong* answers. Answer ALL ^^uestions 
according to your knowledge of the subject of the questlm. 

DO NOT PLACE YOUR NAM3 ANT PLACE CK THE QOESTIOKKAIREl 



0.1 

0 



EXAMPLE: 
0.2 0.3 

□ □ 



0 



0.6 



Q Detennines the nuDiber of years In school 















1. 


Where I got nost of ny inf omatiwi 










to 




r. 


The next greatest amount of 












information 


Parent 


O 






•a 


^'^ 


3. 


Where 1 got the least amount of 


•g 


o 


d> o 
0 u 


1 




information 



i 1.1 

p 

p 

I'd 



1.2 1.3 

□ □ 

2.2 2.3 

□ O 



0 

2.4 

D 



1.6 



Q I&iowledge of the opposite sex 
2^ 2,6 

□ □ Why date only a "Steady" 

^ &f &f Conscious preparation for engagement- 

marriage 

4.6 

□ □ Selection of a dating partner 



4.2 
□ 



4.4 

□ 
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0> 

I 

04 



I 

Si 



o 



f 

u 
a 

u 

O 

04 



I 



•r* 
O 



Where J got most of my 
information 

The next graatest aiaoant of 
information 
3. Where I got the least amount 
of information 



1. 



2. 







fa" 


□ 


6.2. 

P 








u 


u u 


i 8.1 

.□ 


8.2 

□ 




□ □ 


,□ 


□ 


a' 


9A 9.5 
□ 0 


,10.1 

>□ 


10.2 

P 


10.3 
□ 


10.4 10.5 
□ □ 


lUi 

id 


11.2 
P 




11.4 11.5 
□ □ 


12.1 

□ 




ly 




:□ 


□ 

1^2 


1^ 


14.4 i4s5 
□ □ 


16.1 

; P 


16.2 

p 




te.ii 16.5 
□ P 



5.6 

[J What to do on a date 

6.6 * ^ ^ 

P Keeping parents infoxrod of whereabouts 

Q Financing your dates 
8.6 

Q What attracts you tojrthe opposite 
- , sex as a date 
y»o J J. 

n Who determines the number of dates 

10 6 

Q Length of dating period before 

^ . engagement 
Q.^ Length of engagement period before 
^2 g marriage 

Q Whether high school students should 
many 

n Who should perform the wedding 

g ceremony 
□ Who has responsibility for checking 

/. account 



16.6 
□ 



The number of children a family 
should have 



00100 



- 90 - 













^? 












1 




o 


1. 


Where I got most of my 














information 












(O ^ 
w 0 


2. 


The next greatest amount of 


1 


0 


xi 






, iH 

^ (D 




information 




0 

Xi 




u 


*c 


3. 


Where I got the least amount 




c8 


o 


a* 


-p 
o 




of information 



17.1 17.2 J 7.3 17A 17.5 17.6 

U D_ [H U Q Q bases of a successful marriage 



■18^,1 18 3 ISA I8j5 18.6 



□ □ □ □ □ 



[j Admission of contacts with opposite 
sex to one's Rpouse. 



19.1 19.2 19.3 19.^ 19.5 19.6 
□ □□□□□ 



Q Religious background of couple 
20^1 20^2 20.3 ZOA 20^ 20.6 

Q V/ho makes the really important 
decisions in family living 

21.1 21^2 21.3 ZU^ 21.5 21.6 

Your beliefs regarding racial 
intermarriage 

222^1 2Zj2 22.3 22j^^ 22.5 22.6 

Q Who should have the most power in 
the family 

Q Who should make the decisions which 
affect each member of the family 

2jKl 2fK2 2ff.3 2^.6 

Q How to determine how much should be 
spent for basic it^^tns of expense 

If you believe that there are other items which are important in 
the preparation for marriage and family living, please write these in 
below or on the opposite page. 



□ 

21. 

D 

22. 

□ 

alt. 



□ □ 

21.2 21.J 

□ □ 

i2.2 22.; 

□ □ 

2^2 2^3 



□ 
21 .i| 

□ 

22.i| 

□ 



a 

21.5 

□ 

22. « 
□ 
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HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 46750 



MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

Directions to Interviewer; You will be using this form 
which is similar to the questionnaire except that you may need 
to make suggestions as to possible answers. These suggestions 
are to be made only when the interviewee is unable to make an 
answer. You will actually seek two answers: 1) What do you 
believe about. . ?; and 2) Who ar what has influenced you in 
forming this opinion or idea? (How did you come to this 
belief or opinion?) 

1. Dating is an American custom among young people and con- 
sists of several stages. There is the "Casual** or 
**Playing the field" stage; the **Steady** dating stage; 
and the •'Serious*' stage. Will you please explain what 
you think the purpose or reason for each stage is? 

1.1 Casual: 

1.2 Steady: 
1*3 Serious: 

How did you come to these ideas? 
l.'^' Casual: 

1.5 Steady: 

1.6 Serious: 

2. Date Selection: 

2.1 There are many factors Involved in how or why you 
select a certain person for a date« Explain how 
you determine who you are to date. 

2.2 Explain who or what determines who you refuse to 



2.3 When you are on a date, explain who makes the 

decisions of what you are going to do on that date. 



date. 
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3* Do you think it is important to keep your parents 
Inforned of your whereabouts when you are on a data^ 



□ Yes Ql No □ Varies 



How did you determine this opinion? Who or what influ- 
enced you? 

kow do you believe dates should be financed? Explain 
how you were influenced in forming this opinion. 

5. Explain what you usually do on a date* Where do you £o? 
What do you do? What do you do after (on the way horejt 
Wnat influenced this idea? 



6. What attracted you to the person you are now dating? 
WTiat deternined this type of decision? 

7. On the average, how many dates do you have each week; 
say for the past six months 

□ Less than one □l-3 □^-6 □ more than 6 

8. HOV7 long do you think a couple shoiald be acquainted 
before they become engaged? 

□ 1 - 3 n:os* Q ^ - 6 mos. (□7-9 nios. 
Q 10 - 12 mos 21] longer than one year* 
Influence on this opinion? 

9. How long do you believe a couple should be engaged 
before they get married? 

[j 1 - 3 nios. □ ^ - 6 mos. [U 7 - 9 mos# 

Q 10 - 12 mos. Q longer than one year* 

Influence on this opinion? 

10 • Do you believe high school students should be permitted 
to marry and continue in school? 

□ Yes □ No Influence? 

11* V/ho do you think should perform the wedding ceremony? 
What influenced this idea? 

-2- 
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12. The faally should have a bank checking account* Kov7 
should this account be listed (In v;hose na!2e(s) should 
It be)? 

How did you form this Idea? 

13. Who should be listed as the legal owner of the family 
property? 

Where have you received your Information? 

1^. Who should determine the number of children in the 
family? 

Why do you believe this? 

15 • List as many characteristics for a successful marriage 
as you can and tell why you believe they are essential* 



What source (s) of information do you have for this list? 

16. Should a husband and wife be honest with each other 
regarding the contacts they have v:lth the opposite sex 
ozher than each other? 

Explain how you formed this idea. 

17. Should the couple be of the same or different religious 
background or persuasion? 

What has Influenced you to form this opinion? 

18 • Who should have the responsibility to make ALL the major 
and minor decisions for the family? 

How did you come to form this belief? 

19. Wnat do you believe regarding interracial marriages? 
Would you marry a person of another race^ 

WTiat haf=: Influenced you to form this idea? 

20 • V/ho should have the most *'power" or "dominance" in the 
family? 

Where did you get your material for this belief? 
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HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 4 67 50 



'Dear • . . ^ 

Have you ever wondered where high school students get the ideas 
they have on the subject of marriage and family living? 

Himtington College is cooperating with me in a study for doctoral 
dissertation at Valden University designed to secure information as to 
where students receive the inl'ormation they do have on the subject of 
marriage and faraly living. This study is projected for the fifteen 
counties in northeastern Indiana, and is under the direction of Dr. Robert 
Pitcher, a faculty member of Walden University. Dr. Pitcher is the 
co-founder and director of The Educational Development Center, a program 
concentrating cn the development of academic potential in college students. 

The first task is to obtain information from high school students in 
the area. lour school is one of fifteen high schools selected at random. 
A questionnaire will be administered to students of a sociology, social 
studies, or a st^udy hall class during a regular class session (about forty 
or fifty rdnutes). At the same time high school students will b^ inter- 
viewed cn the sar.e basic material and I shall talk with the teacaer on 
the material covered in the questionnaire. I shall be assisted in this 
project by upper classmen of the college from the departments of sociology, 
psjrcholcgy and education. 

Your school is being asked to participate in this program during the 
months of October and November 1973. Your contribution will be highly 
valued and will lend significantly to the outcome of the study. Your 
identity and the identity of the high school will be held in strict confi- 
dence at all tines i>^ considering the data. I will then summarize the 
data from the questionnaire and interviews and forward the results of the 
findings to you upon your request. 

A copy of the questionnaire is enclosed for your information only. 
Additional copies will be available when the program is conducted. 

Your cooperation in completing and returning the enclosed question- 
naire for perrdssion as to date and time of administration in your 
school is deeply appreciated. Please use the enclosed errvelope for your 
return of the enclosure. 




doctoral Fellow 
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SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE PEP^CTSSION 



Name of High School 

Address of High School 



Name of High School Principal 



Telephone Number of the High School ( ) 



area code 

Directions: Circle either YES or NO in response to the following 
questions: 

YES NO 1* Would your school be willing to cooperate in the 

questionnaire and interview sessions of about forty or 
fifty minutes (one class session)? If the ansv/er is YES 
please indicate: 

First Choice Second Choice 

Date 

Time 

No. of Students 



YES NO 2* V/ould you like to receive a copy of the findings* of the 
study when completed? 



Signature 

PLEASE RETUBN IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE 
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OF£ATESr Or:>!ATIC:J - AIL ITD!S - ALL HESIDETICE 




Iten 



1* Knowledge of the opposite sex 



Why date only a "Steady^ 



Conscious preparation for 
enga^enent , 



Selection of a dating partner 



5. 
6« 



What to do on a date 



Keeping your parenis infomeU 
of whereabouts 



Financing your dates 



What attracts ycu to the opoosite 
s^x as a dale 



9. 

10. 



Vho detemines the nianbcr of 
dates you heve per week 



L«r.rth of datinf psnod befcre 
en^oi^erent 



Length of engagencnt before 
Karri a^e 



Whether high school students 
5ho'^:ld narry 



Who should perfoms the wedding 
ceremony 



Wio has responsibility for the 
checking account 



Ownership of all fa-dly property 



The nurnber of children a fanlly 
should have 



17 « The bases of a successful marriage 
18 



Adinission of contacts with the 
opposite sex to one*s spouse 



19, Religious background of couple 
20. 



Who nakes the really Ir.portant 
decisions in fanily living 



your beliefs regarding racial 
intermarriage 



Who should have the rnost power 
in the fanily 



\n\o should r.ake decisions which 
affect each rcnber of the fanily 



2U. 



How to determine how much should 
be spent for basic •rp^nse items 
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Item 



!• Knowledge of the opposite sex 




Why date only a "Stegdy** 



Conscious preparation for 
en^&?encrt 



Selection of a dating partner 
S» What to do on a date 



Keepir.g yo-jr parents inforaed 
ol where aoouts 



Financing your dates 



Wn&t attracts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 



Wh^ detemlnes the rnrtber of 
dates you have p^r week 



Lenrtr. cf dating p<»riod before 
en/arener.t 



12. 
13. 



Lenpth of engagenent before 
rarria^ie 



Whether high school students 
sr.o^Id Barry 



•»'ho ar-Told perfcm the weddir^ 
cere."^o:^ 



i^ho has responsibility for the 
cnecicirr account 



15. Ownership of all family proper:/ 
16. 



The rrriber of children a farJJLy 
sho'ild have 



17. 
18. 



The bases of a successful irjLrriare 



Adrission of contacts with the 
ocsosite sex to one's sDouse 



19. 
20. 



Religious baokgrouni of couple 



V.'ho maJces the really irportaiit 
deciglons m family livir:; 



21. 

23. 
2h. 



To:r beliefs regardinj racial 
Interrjarria^c 



fi^o should have the rost pcfver 
•a the f anily 



Who should make decisions whic-. 
affect efch r.p"ibcr of the f--*-lr 



Kow to detemine how nuch shouli 
be spent for basic expense ite-s 
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LEAST r:?c?yxno}i - all itehs - aix EEsn)H?JCE 




Iten 



1. Knowledge of the opposite sex 



Vhy date only a "Steady" 



Conscious preparation for 
engage-^nt 



li« Selection of a dating partner 



Vhat to do on a cate 



Keeping your parents Ir^foraed 
of whereabouts 



Financing your dates 



What attracts you to the o op o site 
sex. 



9. 



Who deterrdnes the nirsber of 
dates ycu have per week 



Len^n of dating period before 
en^: aperient 



Length of engagement before 
Rarriare 



12. 



Whether high school students 
should nany 



Vho should perfom the weeding 
cere-iony 



Who has responsibility for the 
checking account 



Oifnership of aill far:ily property 



The nuRber of children a f acily 
should hanre 



17. The bases of a successful Tjarriagc 



IfiL'Jiissio'i of "ontic-s vitr. the 
opp^si^s sex ons*3 spyj se 



Religious background of couple 



V.*ho nakes the really imporant 
decisions in fa.-nily lirin^ 



?1. 



Tour beliefs regarding racial, 
interriErriage 



Who should have the nost power 
in the f anily 



?3. 



Who should TOAke decisions which • 
affect each mersber of the tcrlly 



Hew to detemine how Kuch chould 
be spent for basic cxncnse fte-s 
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^T™ r:rc?:'ATr:3r: - yjdz - EiCH i::y - all ic$izv.:Zz. 



• ?7!: 



1* Knowledge of the opposite fzx 
2* Why dale only a "Steady** 
3» 




Conscious preparation for 
engagement 



lj* Selection of a dating p^.rtner 
$m What to do on a dat« 
6. 



Keeping your parents infonied 
of whereabouts 



Financing your dates 



What attracts you to Vr.e op:>csive 
sex as a date 



Who determines the ns^er of 
dates you have per we€*< 



Lencth of datinp aeriod bsfors 
enRar?-*.ent 



Lenpth of engageaent before 
marriage 



V.Tiether hlph school stucents 
should marry 



Who should perfort: the weddir.r 
ceremony 



Who has responsibility for tne 
checking account 



15. CXmership of all fenily property 



16. 



The nuJTber of children a family 
should have 



The bases of a successful n^rriagc 



Admission of contact with the 
opposite sex to one's sparse 



Religious background of couple 



Who makes the really inports 
decisions in farily livinr 



<1. 
22. 
23. 

2^ 



lour beliefs regar::ing racial 
intermarriage 



Who should have the r.c5t pou«r 
in the *'ar:ily 



Who should make decisiorts wr.icn 
affect each nenher of tne ftr-ilv 



How to detcrrdne haw ruch sr.T^ld 
be spent for basic exr«ns^ itc-.s 
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APPENDIX B-3 



leas: rF3?.^'ATIC:*f - - EACH HI^! - AU RESH) 



lien 




1. Knowledge cf the ooposite sex 



2» Vhy date only a ••Steady*' 
11 



Conscious preparation for 
«n^age»ect 



h» 5«lecticn of a dating; partner 



5* What to do on a date 



6. 



Keepir^ your parents informed 
of vnereabouts 



?• Financir^ ycur dates 
T. 



What attracts yo\i to the opposi-a 
sex as a date 



9. 

a. 

127 
13. 



Who deterednes the msrber of 
dates ycu have per week 



Lcnrth cf datirg period before 
er^fa^er^nt 



Len^h cf engagement before 
narria^e 



Whether hign school students 
sho-jld -arty 



Who should perform th*» wedding 
cerer.ony 



Who has responsibility for the 
checidng accsant 



lS» Ownership of all fa-nily property 
16. 



The mnber of children a farlly 
should have 



The bas«s of a successful marria, 

la. 



Admission of contact with the 
opposite sex to one*9 spouse 



L9* Religious background of couple 
?0. 



Who maices the really ijnportan' 
decisions in farily living 



21. 
22. 
23. 
2h. 



Tour beliefs regarding racial 
intcrr.arriage 



Who should have the most power 
in the farily 



Who should make decisions which 
affect each p>eriber of the Ta-lly 



How to deterrr.ine how much shoi.li 
be spent for basic expense ite*s 
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LZkST I.'.Trr'^'ATID'i - FHZViS - EACH TTE:! - AU ?3S:0£?.TE 



Iter. 




1. Knowledge of the opposite sex 



2. Why date only a "Steady** 



Conscious preparation l*or 
enracer.cnt 



I:* Selection of a dating partner 



5* What to do on a date 



Keeping yor^r pai-cr.ts inforred 
of wheretbouts 



?• Financins your dates 



Vhst a'.rrscts you to the opposite 
sex zs L date 



9. 

tie. 
u. 

127 



Mho deterr.ines ire n«z*bcr of 
•iatcs >yi have p^r week 



ttnrX", of dating period tefcre 
ei%ra»*-?r.t 



Len^r, of enga^erent before 
narriare 



Whetner r4igh school stucerits 
shcr-.l-i r.arryT 



•Tno snould perf om the vedaing 
cerenony 



Who ha5 responsibility for tne 
checking account 



15. Ofcmership of all fardly property 
16. 



The Eunber of children a fanily 
should have 



The buses of a successful r.arrlac" 



Admission of contact with the 
opposite sex to one*s spouse 



19* Relif^ious background of couple 
20. 



Who rakes the really important 
decisions in fanily living 



21. 
22. 
23. 



Tour beliefs rep,irdtn;; racial 
inte marriage 



Who shoula have the most power 
in the fardly 



Who should nake drcicions which 
affect each nejtibvr of the fanily 



How to deterrJine how nnjch should 
be spent for basic expense itcns 
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APPENDIX D-1 



G?£AT£ST rj-^Hyj^TICTi - MALI - r73AS 




It en 



Cncvledfe of the opposite sex 



2. Wr.r date only a "Steadj* 



Ccr>2cicv9 preparation for 
enrare-ient 



It* Selection of a dating partner 



5* Whari to do on a date 



Keeping your parents inforaed 
of vn* re about s 



7. Fldncing your dates 



V^.a^ attracts you to the opposite 
5^>x a: a date 



'Who deterrines the nuaher of 
ca:.es you have t>er veelc 



ier-r:^. cf dating period before 
e.^-'e'^-cnt 



!• Le:inh of engairenent btf(fore 



WretVr h<<^n school sLucents 
sr.c'-'.c r.arry 



Vho sr.ould perfom the ve<idin5 
cerer^ry 



Who has responsibility for the 
cn^cn? account 



S» Ounrershlp of all fa-rAly property 



The rcnber of children a faiaily 
snouli have 



Tne cases of a successful narris^e 



Adr=.ssion of contact with the 
o^Dosl^e sex to one's spouse 



Helixlous background of couple 



Who Rakes the really Impcrtant 
d^clsisr.s in fardly livir.?: 



Tcur oeilefs rvgarding racial 
intenarriage 



•Tno snould have the most povcr 
in tra f anily 



Viho sr.oiild naJce declslor^ which 
a*"r*:t each re-.ter of the fa-'-^ly 



22.. 



Hov to detemlne how mich should 
be stisnt for basic expense itcns 
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APPENDIX D-3 



Item 



1. Xnowledce of the opposite aex 



2. Vhy date only a "Steady* 



3* Conacio-as preparation for 
engagenent 



h» Selection of a dating partner 



5* What to do on a date 



6. Keeping your parents infcir.ed 
of wher^e about s 



?• Financing your dates 



8. What attracts you to the opposite 
aex as a date 



9. Who deterKines the nujtber of 
dates you have per veek 




la Length of datini; period before 
engafrcTjent 



Length of en<:age:n«nt beij'>i 
r.arrlare 



Whether hi^h school stuae-as 
should marry 



Who should perforr: the wedding 
c e remony 



\:ho has responsibility for the 
checking account 



15. (Vnership of all fanily property 
16. 



The nurber of children a f asily 
should have 



17 
18 



The ba«es of a successful iurrl«^e 



Adjnisslon of contact vith the 
opposite sex to one's spouse 



19. Religious background of couple 
20. 



Who makes the really i-f.porta.Ti 
decisions in fanily livir.g 



21. 
22. 
23. 
2U. 



Your beliefs reparding racial 
intermarriage 



Who sho\ild have the ir^st powe 
in the family 



V/ho should nake decisions w.-.i 
affect each ncnber of the fzr. 



How to detemlne how much shc-li 
be spent for basic expense 
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APPENDIX D-^ 



G?£ATtrT OTOSrUTICII - MALE - TkBM 



Item 



1. Knowledge cf the opposite sex 



2. Vhy date only a "Steady** 



3. Conscious preparation for 
e.Tf:p.gersent 




I. Selection of a datinr; partner 



5. What to do on a date 



6» Keeoinc your parents informed 
oi' whe readouts 

7. Financinfc your d«tes 



8. What attracts you to the opposite 
sex aa a date 



9. Who det emr.es the nurjer of 
dates you have per veek 



.C. Length of dating period before 
er»^5rer.ent 



11. Len^h of engajsenent before 



12. Whetner high school students 
should r.arry 



13. Who should perforr the weddin 
ceremony 



lia. 



Who has responsibility for the 
checking account 



15. Ownership of all fanily property 

b6 



, The nurabcr of children a fariily 
should have 



17. 
18. 



The bases of a successful raarria^e 



Admission of contact with the 
opposite sex to one's spouse 



19. Religious background of couple 
20 



, V.'ho nakes the really ir.oortant 
decisions in farlly living - 



21. 
22. 
?3. 
2U. 



Your beliefs regarding racial 
intenrarriafie 



Who should have the nost pover 
in the fa.T^ly 



Who should r.ake decisions ut.ich 
ai'fect carh renber of the farily 



How to detemine how iruch shotild 
be spent for basic exnenso itens 
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APPENDIX E-1 




Item 



1. Knowledge of the opposite sex 



2. Why dito only a "Steady* 
3. 



Conjsclous prepajratlon for 
etu^ttf enent 



li. Selection of a dating partner 



5» Vhat to do on a date 



Keeping your parents Inforrwd 
of whereabouts 



?• Financing your dates 



Vh^t attracts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 



Who determines the nurber of 
dates you have per week 



Len^h of dating period before 
en^a^enent 



Length of engagenent before 



Whether high school students 
ahcrilfi marry 



Vho should perform the weddir^ 
cerejwny 



Who has responsibility for the 
checkinn account 



15. 
16. 



Ownership of all fardly property 



The mohber of children * family 
should have 



The bases of a surcessfol Ramage 



AdrJLsslon of contact with the 
opposite sex to one*s spouse 



19* P.elieious background of couple 
20 



Who makes the really important 
decisions in fanily llvir.? 



Tour beliefs regarding racial 
inteimarriape 



Who should have tne most power 
in the fanily 



V."no should nake decisions which 
affpct each menbtT of the fa.-.iZy 



How to detemine how Ruch should 
be stent for basic expense It'^.s 



ERIC 



00120 



- no - 



APPENDIX E-2 




ERIC 



00121 



- Ill - 



APPENDIX E-3 




ERIC 



- 112 - 



APPENDIX E-'f 




Item 



1. Knowledge of the opposite sex 



Why dAte only a •Steidy" 



3. Conscious preparition for 
crigagement 



L. Sele^'tlon of a dating: partner 



5* What to do on a dzt% 



6. Keeping your parc::r-s tr*for=sec 
of vher^abouts 



7. Financing your dates 



5. What attracts you to the or site 
sex as a date 



9. Who detenainrs the nur^er of 
dates you have per ve«k 



IC. L«n^h of dating period before 
enrarer-ent 



11. Length of engagenent before 
marriage 



12. Whether high school sttidents 
sho»*ld narr^ 



13. Who should perfom the wedding 
cerenony 



lli. Who has responsj.tUity for the 
checks ne account 



15. Owiership of 201 fanlly property 



16. The mihber of children a fasaily 
shoi'Xd have 



17. Baseo of a successful narriage 



18. Adid-ssion of contact with the 
opposite sex to one's spouse 



19* Religious background of couple 



20. Who makes the really irnxjrtant 
decisions in fa.^ily living 



21. Tour beliefs regarding racial 
intermarriage 



22. Who should have the cost pcr.er 
in the ferrlly 



23. Who shoula make ceclsicns vhich 
affect each merber of the fa-dly 



2L. How to detemirje rev ruch should 
be coent for basic exr«r.se iter^ 
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APPENDIX P-1 
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APPENDIX P-2 



Ilea 



1, Knowledge of the opposite s«: 




2« Why date only a ■•Steady* 



3. 



Conscious preparation for 
engage nent 



h. Selection of a dating: partner 



What to do on a date 



Keeping your parents inlornied 
of whereabouts 



?• Financing your dates 
8. 



What attracts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 



9. 

i.0. 



Who detemix»es the nunber of 
d^tes vou have per week 



Len^h of dating period before 
enra^e-nent 



U. 
12. 
13. 
Hi. 



Length of engagement before 
narriage 



Whether high school students 
should narry 



Who snould perforr. the wcuoin? 
cerer.&ny 



Who has responsibility for the 
checking account 



Oimership of all family property 



The nunber of children a f adly 
should hare 



17. The bases of a successful marriage 
18 



Adnicsion of contact with tne 
opposite sex to one's spouse 



19. Heligious backprour^ of coupZc 
20, 



, Who makes the really important 
decisions in fanily living 



Your beliefs rcparding racial 
intennarrla^:e 



Who shotdd have the most power 
in the fanily 



V/ho should pJAke decisions which 
affect each r.enber of the faniiy 



How to deteraine how ruch should 
be spent for basic ex:wnse iter.s 
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LEAST rrcHj'^ra:: - j'-iis - etp-ai. 



1. Knowledge of the opposite sex 




2. Why date only a "Steady" 



3* Conscious preparation for 
tngagenent 



ii. Selection of a dating partner 



What to do on a dste 



6. Keeping yotir parents Informed 
of vhereabccts 



7. Financir^ yoar dates 
8. 



Vhat attracts you to the opposite 
sex as a cate 



Who detenioes the nuri)er of 
dates you h«ve per week 



Length of aitlng per" od before 
engage^^nt 



Length cf «sgtgen9nt befoie 
rjirria^e 



Vhether hii^a achool students 



should oerfora the wedding 
ceremony 



Vho has responsibility for the 
checking account 



15. 

16, 



Ownership of all fanily property 



The rranber of children a fanily 
should have 



17. 
18, 



The bases of a su'^cessful marriage 



Adjnission of contact with the 
opposite sex to one's spouse 



Religious backgronad of couple 



Vho nakes the really iftportant 
decisions in fa-dly living 



Your beliefs regarding racial 
interr^ritr* 



\!ho shoold have the nost power 
in th<» fsrllr 



V;ho should rAke decisions which 
affect e«c*r Mrber of the f arilr 



How to deterriine how rrjch should 
be srxnt for basic expense items 
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APPENDIX 



LEAST ITIFCSUaTiaN - KALE - FAHH 



Iten 




1* Knowledge of the opposit« s*x 



2. Why date only a *«Stcad/' 



3* Conscious preparation for 
engafenent 



U* Selection of a dating partner 



5* VJhat to do on a date 



6. 



Kcepinn your parents infcme* 
of wnereabouts 



Financing your dates 



What attracts yo*a to tne opposite 
sex as a date 



9. 

10. 
LI, 
.2. 
3. 



Who detemines the rcmber of 
dates you have per wee'< 



Leiif^th of eating period before 
en^ar^eJ^ent 



Length of fcngagenent before 
narriaso 



Whether high school sxudents 
should narry 



Who sh'>uld perf om tne wedding 
ceremony 



Who has responsibility for tae 
chcctcing account 



15. Ownership of all fanlly property 
L6 



The nujTjber of children a ftsily 
should have 



17* The bases of a successful narria^e 

L8 



Admission of contact with the 
opposite sex to one's spouse 



L9* Religious backgrouryl of couple 
20. 



Who makes the really Inpcrxazt 
decisions in fanily IIvIat 



2X 
22. 
23. 

2\u 



Your beliefs recardir^ racial 
intermarriage } 



Who should have the nost pove 
in the fenily 



Who ahaild make decisio*:; wnic: 
affect tftch nenber of the CzrSl': 



HOfW to determine ho' rrjch eho'ild 
be spent for basic exi>*r;* lt*^s 
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APPENDIX G-1 



Ilea 



*• Knowledge of the opposite sex 



Why dAte only a "Steady* 




Conscious preparmtioD fsr 
en^arenent 



it. Selection of a dating partner 



5* What to do on a date 



6. 



Keeping your parents Infomed 
of vnereabouts 



7. Financing your dates 
5. 



Vhat attracts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 



9. 

10. 



Who detendnes ^he minber of 
dates you have per veelc 



Len^h of dating period before 
engarc.-^jrt 



|«4:nctb of engegenent before 
sarriage 



12. 
13. 



Whether high school students 
should carry 



Who snould perf om the vedding 
cerer.or:y 



Who bus responsibility for the 
checking account 



15 • (Vncrahlp of all fairdly property 
16. 



Tne mscber of children a family 
anould have 



!?• The bases of a successful marriage 



2,7 
8. 



Adjrlssion of contact with the 
opposite sex to one*s spouse 



19. Heliglous background of couple 

2a 



Who loakes the really iieportant 
decisions in faxily living 



21. 
22* 
23. 



Tour beliefs regarding racial 
inte marriage 



Who shoxdd have the most power 
In the farily 



Who shox^Id r.«Ke d^clsxor.a vrurh 
affect each we^bcr of the f snily 



How to determine how rmch should 
be spent for basic expense it^ms 
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Itca 



1. Knowledge of the opposite sex 



2. Vhy date orjy a "Steady* 
3. 



Conscious preparation for 
en^ aperient 



li» Selection of a doting partner 

5. Vhat to do on a date 
6. 



Xaeping your parents ir.fon3ed 
of whereabouts 



7* Financing your dates 
3. 



Vhat attracts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 



9. 



Vho dete mines the nuaber of 
dates you heve per week 



ViT^h of dating period before 
€x;ga^er.er.t 



12. 
13. 

U4» 



l«c^h of engagement before 
Rarriase 



Whether high school students 
should narry 



Vho should perfom the weddir.g 
cerenony 



Vho has responsibility for the 
checking account 



15. Ownership of all fanily property 
16. 



The nunber of childxvn a f mily 
shoxild have 



17* The bases of a successful laarriage 
18 



Admission of contact with the 
opposite sex to one's spouse 



19 • F^eligious background of couple 
20. 



Vho makes the really important 
decisions in fanily living 



a. 

22. 
23. 
21i. 



Your beliefs regarding racial 
intermarriage 



Who should have the nost power 
in the family 



Vho should «ake decicions vhirh 
affect each nenbcr of thf: Tu-My 



Kow to dete?r.ine how much should 
be snent for basic expense itcr.s 
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APPENDIX G-if 




!• Knowiedcc cf the ocpoj ite sex 



?• Vhy date only a "Si^ady* 



3. Conscious p^epara^i^^. for 
•ngsgenent 



li« Selection of a dating partner 



^« What to do on a date 



6« Keeping your parents Infoned 
of whereabouts 



?• Financir^ your dates 



8* What attracts ycu to tne ot:^*ive 
sex as % date 



?• Who determines the iis3?s)«r of 
dates you have per v«ek 



ilOl Length of dating period befor» 
eneare-ser.t 



12. 



Len^rth of en^a^eoest before 
rtai'Tiare 



Vliether hlgn school students 
should rarry 



13. 



VTic chrald perforr. tr:e weddlr^ 
cerenony 



V/ho has responsibility for the 
checking account 



X5. Ownership of all family prop«5rvy 



The zunber of children a f isslly 
should have 



16, 

17* The bases of a successful earr:.aec 



18. 



Adjrdssion of contacts vith the 
op ^site sex to one's spouse 



19. 
20* 



Religious background cf couple 



Who Makes the really iitportam 
decisions in f^rJLly livlnr 



Tour beliefs regardio? rftcial 
Intemarrlcge 



Who should have the moyL power 
In the f ardly 



23- 
2h. 



Who should make decisions w.icn 
affect each nenber of the fsr.ilr 



How to deterrdne how jru-h shs-^li 
be spent for btisic exr^nse it.*-s 
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APPENDIX H-1 



:?.T:r:v.7i::: - fi^a; 




Item 



1. Knawledpe of the opposite sex 



2. Why date only a "Steady" 



3. 



Conscious preparation for 
en^&rer.ent 



U« Selection of a dating partner 



5* V.'hst to do on a date 

6. 



Keeping your parents Infcmed 
of whereabouts 



•inancinc your dates 



What attracts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 



9. 

la 
hi'. 



Who detendnes the nunber of 
dates you hare per week 



Lenrth of dating period before 
en?arc-5er.t 



Lcn^Twh of cngagenent before 
Karri a^e 



12 



Whether high school students 
should flsarry 



13. 

a. 



Who shauld perform the vedcinf 
cerenony 



Viho has responsibility for the 
checking account 



15. Ownership of all fardly property 
16. 



The mirtber of children a fanlly 
should have 



17. The bases of a successful marriare 
18. 



Admission of contact with the 
opposite sex to one* s spouse 



19. F.eligious background of couple 
20. 



Who wakes the really lr:portant 
decisions in fenily living 



21. 



Your beliefs regarding racial 
intern arria^e 



22. 



Who should have the most pawcr 
in the family 



23. 

2a. 



V,^o should make decisions which 
jiffect each nenbcr of the fanily 



Kow to detcmine how much should 
be sp^nt for basic erprncc itc-.s 
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APPENDIX H-2 




1. CnowleCre cr th« opposite sex 

2. 'Why <i4t« only a "Steady** 



Conscious preparation for 
CO? ardent 



Selection of & datizsg partner 



Sm What to do on a date 



6. 



Keeping ycur parents informed 
of vbe re about s 



7. Finarjcir^ your dates 

6, 



What, attracts you to the opposite 
sex a3 a c£.te 



Who detemines the nuriber of 
dates you have per week 



l«nc^ of catir^ period before 
er^ar-nent 



Length of en^a^enent before 
narrla^e 



Whetaer hign school students 
shotild rarry 



Who ar.ouli perf ora the wedding 
cererwny 



Who has responsibility for the 
cheeking account 



(Vaersnip of ail ftfliily property 



The rcnb«r of children « fanily 
should harve 



The bases of a successful marriage 



Admission of cxitact with the 
opposite sex to one's spouse 



19* Eeligious background of couple 



Who Bakes the really important 
decisions in farJly living 



Tour beliefs regarding racial 
intercarriare 



• no sr.Cild hive the n-.ost power 



Who should na'Ke oeclsions which 
affect ea^h re-'.ber of thn f&^ily 



How to det«r^J.rie how much should 
be spent for basic expanse ite.-is 
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£s:ac3 a"3LVAT:j:i - female * RiTja 



Itcn 



1. Knowledge of the opposite s€x 



Why date only a "Steady* 




Conscious preparation for 
enga^nent 



li* Selection of a dating partner 
What to do on « date 

6. 



Keeping your parents infomcd 
of vhereabouts 



7« Financing your dates 
B. 



What attracts you to t**e opposit 
sex as a date 



9. 
10. 
U. 

13. 
Hi. 



Who determines the n*unber cf 
dates you hare per veek 



Len^h of dating period before 
enraicenent 



Xength of engagenent before 
marriage 



Whether high school atudents 
should narry * 



Who should perf om the weddisg 
ceremony 



wTjo has responsibility for tae 
checking account 



Ownership of all r«rtily property 



The number of children e fciily 
should hare 



17. The bases of a successful Bamarej 
18. 



Adjcission of contact with the 
opposite -sex to one's spouse 



Heligious background of caacle 



Who ma-Ves the really isrportam 
decisions in fanily living 



Tour beliefs regarding racial 
intermarriage 



Who should have the nost power 
in the fanlly 



Vho should ntke decisions vnicn 
affect each nenbcr of the faril; 



How to deteminc how erjch sr.Tuld 
be spent for basic expanse ive=:5 
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Item 



!• Knowledge of the opposite sex 
2. 




Why date only a "Stead/' 

Conscious preparation for 
cnga^^'^cnt 



3. 

If Selection of a dating partner 



vaiat to do on a date 



Keeping your parents infoR^ed 
of whereabouts 



Financing your dates 



What at tree ts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 



9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13- 
111. 



Who detemines the nuroer of 
dates you have per week 



Len^-h of dating period before 
enga/»ertent 



Lervjth of e ^^enent before 
marriage 



Vhether high school students 
s^cnjl«f marry 



V-Tio should perform the wedding 
cerenony 



Who has responsibility for the 
checking accoiint 



15. 
16. 



Ownership of all fanily property 



The mrnber of children a faaiily 
should have 



17. 

18. 



The bases of a successful marriage 



Adndssion of contact with the 
opposite MX to one* 8 spouse 



19. 
20 < 



Religious background of couple 



vaio makes the really iPT)ortant 
decisions in fanily livinc 



21. 
22. 
23- 
2li. 



Tour beliefs pegarding racial 
Ir.temarrlage _ 



Who should have the most power 
in the fanily 



Who Should make decisions which 
affect each ne'".>>er of the fanily 



Hw to detemine how much should 
be spent for basic expeno«» ite-s 
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APPENDIX I-l 



Item 




1. Knowledge of the opposite sex 



2. VTiy date only » "Steady* 



3. Conscious preparation for 
enfjarerent 



h. Selection of « dating partner 



5* What to CO on a date 



6. Keeping yocr parents infomed 
of v^.e^ear^-ts 



?• Financing your dates 



e. What attracts you to the opposite 
sex as a date 



9* Who determines the nujober of 
dates you have per week 



!©• Ler^h of sating period before 
rnrfcyer^er.t 



11 • Lenrth of enga^eiwnt before 
Rarriafe 



12 • Whether hlsr. school students 



13. Who shoulQ perform the wedding 
cercnony 



111. Who has responsibility for the 
chccicnr accour.t 



15. Cv?»ership of all fasilly property 



16. The xunber of children a far:.ly 
should have 



17. The bases of a successful marri^r 



18. Adrdssion of contact with tha 
opposite MX to one's spouse 



19. Reli^ous background of couple 



20. Who aakes the really ircportant 
decisions in fanily living 



21. Your beliefs regardinn racial 
interr.arria-'^e 



22. Who should have the most power 
In the far.lly 



23* Vho snould ir.ako decisions which 
affect e&cn mcrbcr of the fa-.ily 



2li. How to deteminc how much sh-ould 
be swnt for basic expense itc-r.s 
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Iten 



1. Knowledge of the ocpocite sex 



2. Why date only a «Steadj* 



3. Conscious preparation for 
en^af.ement 




Selection of a datine partner 



S* What to do on a date 



6. Keeping your parents inf orre^i 
of whereabouts 



7. Financing your dates 



S. What attracts you to the ops-oslte 
oex as a date 



9. Who deterr^nes the nur.ber of 
dates you have per week 



10. Lenf^th of datir*g perioa oefore 
ertga»:e^nt 



U. Len^t-h of engacertent before 
narriage 



12. Whether high school students 
should marry 



13. Who should perform the wedding 
cere?«ny 



III. Who has responsibility for tne 
checking account 



15. Ownerahip of all fajrlly property 



16. The iranber of children a faru-ly 
should have 



17. The bases cf successful warrla^fi 



18. Admission of contact with the 
'opposite sex to one's spouse 



19. Religious background of couple 



20. Viho makes the really trtpcrtant 
decisions In farily livinf: 



21* Your beliefs rcRardinc racial 
intermarriaf:e 



22. V/ho should have the nost power 
in the fanily 



23. Who should make d'^cicior.s wri.ch 
affect each mo;»!b*»r of the family 



2li. How to determine how much s»)3uld 
be toent for basic exrrrse iters 
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